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T Had not the remoteſt Intention to publiſh this Diſcourſe, ei- 
1 ther when I compoſed or deliveredit; and to know what © 
Motives have induc'd me to it now, is of little Importance to 
any who may read it: If what I have ſaid can't engage the At 
zention of Readers, and juſtify the Publication, nothing elſe I 
havetoalledge will, The Nature of this Performance would 
ſcarce admit of more than ſhort Hints; and, if theſe ſhould 
ſerve no other Purpoſe but to excite others, who are better 
qualified, and equally obliged, to exert their Abilities in the 
common Cauſe of Chriſtianity, I have obtain'd a conſiderable 


End. 
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As I amfar from thinking a Man need renounce his Reaſanto 
* maintain his Religion, Chriſtians can afford to give good Rea- 
phon for the Faith and Hope that is in them; ſo I never would 
A4iſſuade any One, left of all the Miniſters of Religion, who ſhould 
p well knou the Value of it, from ufing that noble Talent, But 
Ehen, whether it may not be reaſonable to uſe it with ſome De- 
Ference toſuperior Reaſon, to confine it within its due Bounds, | 
andto exert it upon its proper Objects, no Chriſtian, ud reaſun- 
able Man ſhoulddiſpate. ———\ 
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As there are three Principles, by which we apprehend Things, 


Senſe, Reaſon, and Faith; ſo theſe have their different O. 
eds, which muſt not be confounded, Senſe is confin'd to 
Things material, and muſt be an incompetent Fudge of Things 


about which Reaſon is only converſant; Reaſon conſiders 
Things abſtracted from Matter; but ſupernatural Things, 
which derive from Revelation, are purely the Objeds of Faith, 


aud are not to be reduc'd to that Standard. Where are the 
Men who can tell what or how far it is proper for God to reveal? 


all zheſe Phenomena rejected, which we, thro Ignorance of 


May it not conſiſt with all due Deference to the greateſt Hu- 


man Underſtandings, 20 ſuppoſe them inevitably ignorant f 


many Things, that are not ſuited to their Faculties, or lye oat 
of their Reach? That many Dodrines, contain'd in the holy 
Scriptures, are remote from the Reaſon of Mankind, will not 


= be denied; but it by no means fallowsfrom thence, that they are 


not of Divine Revelation : Oz the contrary, tis reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that a Revelation from God muſt contain ſomething dit- 
ferent in Kind, and more excellent in Degree, than what could 
have been diſcover d by the Reaſon of the moſt ſagacious Philo- 
ſepher, A Doctrine's being unaccountable or iucomprehenſible 
to our Reaſon, is no ſure Argument to conclude it is not Divine; 
eſpecially when there are other unauſwerable Proofs of its he- 
wg ſo, Might it not become the Duty of Men, without Dif- 
honour to their Reaſon, i not to think with Reverence of the 
moſt myſterious Chriſtian Doctrines, at leaſt to judge and ſpeak 


more modeſtly and warily, than with a confident Arr pronounce 


them abſurd; and repugnant tothe Reaſon of Mankind, when 
by Reaſon they can only mean the Senſe of their own Party? 


And, tho” nothing dark, incomprehenſible or myſterious is the 
Ground ur Motriue, the Principle or Foundation, the Proof or 
' Reaſon of our Faith; yet it may be the Object of it. For if, 


by clear and ſure Principles, we are rationally led ta believe Doc- 


trines leſs clear aud levelto our Faculties; we muſt not reject 


fach Doctrines becauſe they are myſterious to conceive, or dif- 
cult to account for; nor would it be reaſonable ſo to dv. Were 


| the Principles, Laws and Syſtem of Nature, cannot explain; 


me ſhould indeed make Diſcovertes, but it wou'd be only of 
our own Ignorance and Preſumption. 


Scepticks and Infidels of zh:s Age are not to be cured by it. Had 


Aster all, whatever may be ſaid for Reaſon, *tis plain the 


Men reaſoned themſelves into wroug Opinions, ane might bope 
to reaſon them out of them: But this is not the Caſe; the 
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growing Infidelity of the Age 1s an Effect of ver 'y 12 erent _ 


ales 


a 1 9 > 


the Mind, which is ſo corrupted by the Fall, that it cannot 
behold heavenly Myſteries in their Proper Light, ſo as 10 


acquieſce in the truth of them; the natural Pride of the Hu- 


man Underſtanding ; the Prejudices. which ariſe from ſen- 


ſual Laſts; and the god of this World blinding and hard- 


ing the Minds of them that believe not, mate Infidels 
enough, without the leaſt Aſſiſtauce from Reaſon. I am 
firmly convinced, that to publiſh the Goſpel of Chriſt, in its 
amiable native Simplicity, is the only effeual Way toſtop 
this Flood of Irreligion and Infidelity : Aud, as Miniſters 


of Chriſt are obliged by vertue of their Office, ſo tis their 


Daty and Glory, to preach Chriſt, and to aſſert and defend 


his Truth, when falſe Dodrines boldly oppoſe it. Chriſt is 


the Life and Soul that animates the whole of our Religion, 
that which gives it its ſpecial Form as Chrittian ; there 1s 
not one Line of Truth in it which does not relate to him < 


xStrike the Perſon and Mediation of Chriſt out of the Chri- 


ſtian Syſtem, and all other Goſpel-truths are immediately 
removed from their Baſis and Centre; tis that which gives 
them their Unity and Harmony, and all their Efficacy to lead 


Men to Holineſs and Happineſs: And, if the Miniſters of 


Religion withdraw their Teſtimony, when the Truth as it is 
in Jeſus challenges it, they will be covered with Confuſion 
at the laſt Day, Ignorance of peculiar Chriſtian Dodrines 
will not excuſe the People, and Silence will condemn their 
Guides, who ſhould illuſtrate aud defend them. May He, 
who is the Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the Light 
of the World, ſo illuminate our dark Underſtandings, that 


5 may concerve aright of the great Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs ! "= 


1 Cor. 


Cauſes from Thought and Reflection. The Darkneſs of 
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1 Cor. 1. Chap. Verſes 22, 23. 


= ------ The Greeks /eek after Wiſdom, but we preach 
5 | 4 "#4 hr , | 


E are called by the Name of Chriſt, and may, 
upon careful and rational Enquiry, be ſatiſ- 
fied, that the Religion of Jeſus comes from 

7; God : The Doctrine of it ſhines with ſo clear 

an Evidence; its Precepts are ſo pure, able to 

inſpire us with true Holineſs ; the Promiſes of 

: it are ſo divine, that every one who does not 

2X wiltully ſhut his Eyes, or turn them to other Things, may 

diſcern its Original to be from above; that it comes from the 
galorious Fountain of Wiſdom, Holineſs and Goodneſs. It 
gives a full and clear Account of the Depravation and Miſt 

cf the human Nature in its firſt Cauſes. It diſcovers the bleſ- 
ſed Method divine Wiſdom has pitched upon for the Recovery 
of guilty, miſerable Mankind; That God ſent his own Son 
into the World in our Nature, that he might offer up himſelf 
an expiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of elect Men, to reſtore 
== themto his Favour. It ſets before us a Rule of Life pure and 

8 heavenly, is nothing ſuperfluous or defective, but comprehen- 

"= ding the entire Duty of Man. It ſets before us Promiſes ſo 

xXx vorthy of god, and ſo ſuitable to the Wants andDefires of Men, 

| that *tis infinitely reaſonable to aſſent to their Truth and Good- 

nes: So that, upon the moſt impartial Enquiry and exact 
| Search, Reaſon w1ll conclude, That either there is no bleſſed 

T0 End tor which Man was deligned by his Maker, or the Goſpel 

0 only has revealed it, and the effectual Means to atrain it; and 

WM re cfore it muſt be the moſt glonous Diſpenſation, for the 
s | p. lime Wonders of its Doctrines, and divine Purity of its 

decepts, and excels all other Religions in the Strength of its 


Motives, 
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(02 ). : 
Motives, the Riches of its Promiſes, and the Sufficiency of 
the divine Aids attending it. | 


But, alas! weare generally fallen from Heaven, and mix- 


2 ed with the Duſt; our Converſations have nothing ſingular 
in Holineſs to diſtinguiſh us from the reſt of the World; the 


ſame corrupt Luſts reigu in the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
as in thoſe who are Strangers to God's holy Covenant. If 
we compare ourſelves with the primitive Chriſtians, we muſt 
confeſs our Unworthineſs ro be called their Succeſſors: 
Seventeen hundred Years are run out ſince the Son of God 
came down to ſanctify and ſave the World, and theſe are ſo 


many Degrees by which we are fallen from the firſt Perfecti- 
on; we are more diſtant from them in Holineſs than in Time. 


So univerſal and great is the Corruption, that it is almoſt as dit- 
ficult to revive the dying Faith of Chriſtians, and to reform 


their Lives according to the Purity of their Profeſſion, as the 


Converſion of the World was from Heatheniſm to Chri- 
ſtianity. The Number of the Wicked, and the Progreſs of 
Sin in their Lives, is ſo great as no Meaſure of Tears is ſuffi- 
cient to lament ; and I'm afraid that one fatal Reaſon is, That 
Chriſt is ſo little and ſo unskilfully preached. 1 

The Doctrines concerning Chriſt Jeſus our exalted Re- 
deemer, make the peculiar Glories of the Chriſtian Religion; 
and ſo run through the whole of it, that preaching Chriſt, ang 
preaching the Goſpel, are, in Scripture- language, the very | 
ſame Thing. Multitudes ſeem now to grow weary of this 
Part of the Goſpel; a natural Religion, ornoneatall, pleaſes 
them better than Faith in God by Jeſus Chriſt. That any 
Thing more is neceſſary in Religion but thoſe Moral Duties 
of Righteouſneſs and Honeſty, which natural Light and the 
common Reaſon of Mankind diſcover and direct to, many 
will not acknowledge. Wat is above the Level of natural 
Reaſon, is contemned as unintellizible Myſteries, or Enthu- 


\ flaſtick Follies. The principal Myſteries of Chriſtianity, and 


the Foundation of the whole Chriſtian Scheme, the Doctrines 
of the Trinity, Incarnation of the Eternal Word, the Per- 
ſon, Spirit, Righteouſneſs and Grace of Chriſt, are ſuppoſed 
to breed all the Diſturbance in Religion ; without them, the 
common Notions of the Divine Being and Goodneſs are 
thought ſufficient to conduct Men to eternal Bleſſedneſs. 
Theſeare the Allegiances of our modern Infidels, and they 
ſcarce merit the Name of new Improvements, being the often- 
baffled Principles upon which the ancient Heathen Philoſo- 
phers did, many of them, reject the Goſpel of Chriſt ; ſo the 


Apoſlle aſſures us here, The Greeks ſeek, &c. From the 


I7. v. of this Chapter, the Apoſtle ſhews what is the moſt ef. 
fectual 


. * 


| (3) „ 
fectual Way of faving Sinners, or recovering Men from 
—_ " the F all” and it is the Preaching of the-Goſs 
pel of the Graceof God in Chriſt : This is the bleſſed Means 
which Heaven's Wiſdom and Grace has contrived-for that 
End, v. 18, 21. Chriſt crucified, held forth in and by the 
Goſpel-diſpenſation, is the wonderful Way to Life, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Grace and Glory. He repreſents the Entertain 
ment this Mean of Salvation met with from many; Jeus and 
Gentiles conſpired in the Contempt and Rejection of it; The 
Jews require a Sign, and the Greeks ſeek after Wiſdom. By 
Wiſdom here muſt be underſtood either natural Reaſon, which, 
as it is a Rule of judging, is nothing elſe but a Syſtem of Prin- 
ciples collected from Obſervations concerning the Natures 
of Things; or philoſophical Learning, comprehending Skill 
in Arts, Sciences and Tongues, with the Knowledge of 
== Things that are paſt; or political Knowledge and Prudence for 
c managing the Affairs of Civil Society: All theſe fall under 
* FX theName of Wiſdom; and the vain Contrivance of the 
Greeks, i. e. of the moſt wiſe and learned in the Heathen 


v World, to recover Mankind from that great and univerſal 
Corruption and Miſery they evidently groaned under, was by 
” MX thelmprovements of human Reaſon and Philoſophy. They 
3 FX cdeſpiſedthe Goſpel, as a fooliſh, ill-contrived Fable, becauſe 


"XX itdid not proceed upon {ſtrict Demonſtration from the Natures 


J of Things, nor was recommended to their Underſtandings 
* and Attention by curious philoſophical Reaſonings, and ele- 
2 gant Flouriſhes of Oratorr. 454; bes" RR 
1 This was the Wiſdom they ſought after: Their Minds were 
oy ſo corrupted and darkned, that they could not behold heavenly 
Ne Myſteries in their proper Light; the Pride of their Underſtan- 
"7 dings diſdain'd to ſtoop to the Doctrine of a crucified: Jeſus ; 
al they made Reaſon their ſupreme Rule, and Philoſophy their 
5 higheſt Principle, and would not believe what they could not 
1 comprehend. What! hope to be ſaved by One who could 
IEP not ſave himſelf! expect Immortality from him who was over- 
8 come by Death! and believe that Perſon to be the Redeemer 
= of the World, who was cut off by ſo vile and opprobrious a 


Death! This was what the Pride of human Reaſon could not 
reliſh ! it was all Folly and Inconſiſtency to Men blinded with 
Self- conceit, and wedded to their own Prejudices, and the 
boaſted Diſcoveries of their Reaſon and Philoſophy. The 
Greeks thought it the atmoſt Stupidity to receive ſucha Do- 
trine, and pay Divine Honours to ſuch a Perſon : They were 
Men of Wit and Learning, Men who had cultivated Arts 
and Sciences, and had been for ſome Ages, in a Manner, the 
very Mint of Knowledge and * There was nothing 
in 
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(4) 
in the plain Doctrine of Chriſt crucifiedto ſuit their Taſte, or 
humour their Vanity; they entertain'd it therefore with Scorn 
and Contempt. | | „ 
Now, in Oppoſition to all the vain Contrivances and At- 


tempts of Men, and of the utmoſt Efforts of human Reaſon 


and Philoſophy, to recover Mankind from their great and u- 
niverſal Guilt, Corruption and Miſery, the Apoſtle here aſſerts 
the abſolute Sufficiency of this excellent Mean, this glorious 
Way of Salvation, notwithſtanding all the Contempt caſt 
upon it; The Greeks ſeek after Wiſdom, but we preach Chriſt. 
This is the glorious Contrivance of Jehovah, whereby he eter- 
nally deſign'd, and actually does manifeſt and diſplay the Glo- 
ry of all his Perfections, in the Salvation of as many as were 
ordained to eternal Life. Let Men, blinded by the god of this 


World, laugh at the Story of a crucified Jeſus, and deſpiſe. 


the Apoſtle's Way of telling it; let them think Men may be 
very good Men, and effectually attain Happineſs, without 
knov ing any Thing of Chriſt crucified ; let them boaſt of the 
Religion of Nature, and of Reaſon, as an univerſal, ſuffici- 
ent Guide to Mankind; this is an old Deluſion: Thus God 
juſtly leaves unhappy Men to themſelves, to periſh in their 
Pride and Obſtinacy, when they pour ſuch inſolent Contempt 
' on the Divine Wiſdom and Grace. The Greeks ſeek after 
Wiſdom, but wepreach Chriſt, From which Words, I ſhall, 
thro' the Aid of our Lord's Grace, HH 


Firſt, Shew the utter Vanity and Inſufficiency of human 


Reaſon and Philoſophy to relieve Mankind from their great 


and univerſal Guilt, Corruption and Miſery ; and to conduct 
them to complete Holineſs and Happineſs. | 
Secondly, Shew what it is to preach Chriſt, in its true Scrip- 
ture-Notion. 15 
Thirdly, That the plain and faithful Preaching of a crucified 
Jeſus, is a moſt ſufficient and effectual Method to recover elect 
Sinners from the Miſeries of the Fall, and to bring them to 


complete Holineſs and Happineſs; a Method every Way be- 


coming the Majeſty of God, and the Condition of his Creatures. 


And, Laſtly, Make Application ſuitable to the preſent 
Solemnity. 
I. General Head, which is, To ſnew the utter Vanity and 
Inſufficiency of human Reaſon and Philoſophy to relieve 
Mankind from their great and univerſal Guilt, Corruption 
and Miſery, and to conduct them to complete Holineſs and 
Happineſs 1. All the boaſted Reaſon of the human Nature, 
and all the Philoſophy of the Heathen World, could not effec- 
tually bring homethe World to God: For, altho' Nature, in 
aͤts original Purity would have furniſhed us with perfect In- 
| ſtructions, 
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ſtructions, and muſt be ſuppoſed to have been a ſufficient Guide, 
and a Principle powerful enough to preſerve Men in the con- 
ſtant Practice of their Duty; Vet, it is as poſſible to find all 
the Rules of Architecture in the Ruins of a Building, as to 
find full and ſuttcient Directions for the Duty of Man in the 
corrupt Remains of the natural Law. The carnal Mind is 
inſentible of its Infirmity, ignorant of its Ignorance, and ſuf- 
fers under the wretched Extremes of being blind, and yet ima- 
ining that it is very clear-fighred. The wiſeſt and beſt of the 
hiloſophers lamented the horrible Corruption of the human 
Nature, and confeſſed it to be a Diſeaſe of which Reaſon knew 


not the true Cauſe, and could not find out a ſufficient Remedy. 


Reaſon eaſily diſcovers that Man is ignorant and guilty, mor- 
tal and miſerable, tranſported with vain Paſſions, and tormen- 
ted with the Accuſations of a defiled, diſturbed Conſcience; 
but it could not redreſs theſe Evils. Mankind found out by 
Reaſon, and by the Stings and Tortures of a guilty Conſcience, 
that there is an offended God in Heaven, who, from the uni- 
verſal Rectitude, Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of his Nature, 
does neceſſarily hate Sin; for, to ſay that God may not hate 
Sin, is at once to deſtroy all the boaſted, natural, neceſſ⸗ 
and eternal Differences between Moral Good and Evil; For, 
if God may not hate Sin, he may love it, he may approve of 
it; and, if he approve Sin, then it is not Sin; which is a plain 
Contradiction. And, if God neceſſarily hate Sin, he cannot 
paſs by Sin abſolutely unpuniſhed, ſince to hate Sin, is no- 
thing elſe but his infinite Averſion at it, with a Will of puniſhing 
it proceeding therefrom ; and which is therefore neceſſary, be- 


ﬀXF calc required by the Nature of God. 


It is a natural Notion of God, which Abraham inſiſts upon, 
Cen. 18. 35. Shall not the Fudge of allthe Earth do righteouſ- 
ly? And Mankind, by Nature, know that 'tis the Judgment 
of God, that they who commit hainous and infamous Sins 
are worthy of Death, Rom. 1. 32. but all the general Helps of 
Reaſon and Philoſophy could never diſcover ſome of the moſt 
eminent and glorious Perfections of the Divine Nature. All 


14 the Reaſon of Mank ind is ſwallowed up and loſt when it at- 


tempts to exerciſe itſelf directly upon that which is abſolurely- 
immenſe, eternal, infinite; when we ſay it is ſo, we know 
not what we ſay, but only that it is not otherwiſe, and we de- 
clare what we believe and adore, John 1. 18. No Man hath 
ſeen God at any Time; the only Begotton Son, which is in the 
Boſom of the Father, he hath declared him. And as Reaſon 
left Men ignorant of the Divine Being and Perfections, it left 
them intirely and unavoidably ignorant of the acceptable Man- 
ner in which God might be wee ſince the only fuffici- 


2 ent 


ent moral Reaſon for Divine Worſhip is the Will of God, 
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which remains impenetrable to Mankind, till revealed in the 


Divine Teſtimony : Hence Mankind generally debaſed the 
moſt high God, by unworthy Conceptions of his Nature, and 


performing ſuch Acts of Worſhip as were not fit for a rational 
Spirit to offer, nor for the pure Majeſty of Heaven to receive. 


Hut that which of all other Things was of the greateſt Im- 


portancefor ſinful Men to know, the Light of Nature, Rea- 


fon and Philoſophy, leave Men abſolutely and unavoidably 


ignorant of ; even the certain Method of obtaining Reconcili- 
ation with the offended God, Pardon of Sin, ſupernatural Aſ- 
ſiſtance to do his Will, with the full Aſſurance of Rewards 
and Puniſhments in another Life. The Light of Nature in- 


deed would dictate, that God is, in his own Nature, rer, 
merciful and compaſſionate; but, whether Go 


| would 
be gracious and compaſſionate to ſuch wretched il1-deſer- 
ving Sinners as we are, how often he would pardon Sin- 
ners, how great the Offences were that might be forgiven, what 
we muſt do to obtain Pardon for all Manner of Sin and Wick- 


edneſs, and upon what Ground we might expect Pardon from 


God, the Light of Nature could never determine ; for our 
natural Conception of God includes his Purity and Juſtice, 


that will by uo Means clear the Guilty. Here, therefore, Na- 
ture ſtops, and expects, with Impatience, the Aid of ſome 


Divine Revelation. For all the Reaſon and Philoſophy of 
Mankind can never diſcover, from any of God's Attributes, 
that he is under any Neceſſity, any Kind of Obligation, to par- 
don all his Creatures all their Sins at all Times, barely and im- 
mediately upon their Repentance, tho” they could repent of 
themſelves, ſince it is evident that Repentance neither merits 


any Thing from God, nor does it put Men into the ſame State 
and Condition as if they had never ſinned; nor can the Light 


of Nature aſſure Men, that God will not require ſomethin 
further for the Vindication of his Juſtice, and the Honour of 
his Laws and Government, and for expreſſing more effectual- 
ly his Indignation againſt Sin, before he will reſtore Men to 

the Privileges they have forfeited : This Reafon can never aſ- 
ſure Men of, ſinceitis falſe in Fact. It is as impoflibletoread 

the OEconomy of Man's Redemption, which depends onl' 
upon the good Pleaſure of God, in the Volume of the World, 
and by the Light of Nature, as for the Eye to diſcover a Sound, 
which has neither Figure, Colour nor viſible Motion. The 
glorious Nature of God in three Perſons, which is the Foun- 

dation of this myſterious Mercy, is not made known by the 

viſible Frame of the Univerſe: Nay, had not God ſet forth 
his only begotten Son to be a Propitiation for Sin, Rom. 3. 25. 
all the ſublimeſt Spirits in Heayen, and wiſeſt Men on 3 
wou 


3 
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(7) 
would never have imagined there had been any ſuch Thing ih 
the Nature of God, as Love to us impure Sinners, pardoning 
Grace or Mercy: For, fince Juſtice and Mercy in God, are 
abſolutely and eſſentially the ſame, and he is denominated juſt 
from exerciſing the glorious Perfections of his Nature ina Way 
of Juſtice, and merciful from a like Exerciſe of them in a Way _ 
of Mercy; It is therefore neceſſary, that every Thing contra» . 
ry to the Nature of God, in Sin and Sinners, be taken out of 
the Way, or elſe there can be no proper Object for Mercy, 
and therefore no Manifeſtation of it: Such is the Guilt of Sin 
unſatisfied for; andthe Light of Nature knows nothing of an 
Atonement equal to our Guilt, a Satisfaction great as our Of- 
fences, every Way anſwerable to the high Demands of infinite 
offended Juſtice. Let Men go to the Sun, Moon and Stars, 
to Showers of Rain and fruitful Seaſons, and anſwer fairly 
and ingenuouſly what Diſcoveries of pardoning Grace or Mer- 
cy they learn from theſe Things, let- them not vainly imagine 
themſelves wiſer and better than all who are gone beforethem 
who, to a Man, got nothing by them, but the miſerable Diſ- 
advantage of being left inexcuſable : Where now is the Wiſe? 
Where is the Scribe? Where is the Diſputer of this World 
with all their Wiſdom? Their Voice mult be that of the Hy- 
pocrites in Zion, Iſa. 33. 14. Who among us ſpall dwell with 
the devouring Fire? Who among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting 
 Barnings? | | 
 Thereariſes therefore from natural Light and Reaſon, no 
ſufficient Conſolation to Sinners, but an anxious and endleſs 
Solicitude about the Means of appeaſing the offended God: 
& Hence, in ſeveral Countries, Men followed the Dictates of a 
wild and uneaſy Imagination, inventing an endleſs Variety 
of Methods to appeaſe the angry Deity. Witneſs the num- 
berleſs ſuperſtitious Ways of Sacrificing which overſpread 
the Face of the Heathen World, the Deluges of Blood thar 
overflowed their Altars; but were ſo little ſatisfactory, even 
in thoſe Times of Darkneſs, that the more conſidering Philo- 
ſophers could not forbear frequently declaring that they 


thought thoſe Rights could avail little or nothing towards ap- 
peaſing the Wrath of a provoked God, or making their Pray- 
ers acceptable in his Sight; but that ſomething ſtil] ſeemed to 
them to be wanting, tho? they knew not what. | 
Secondly, As all the Reaſon of Mankind, and Ph 


of the Heathen World, was nor capable, i f 


to bring home the World to God; ſoit is 
unqueſtionably plain in Fact, it did not anſwer this End. In 
Speculation, it 1 ſeem poſſible, that notwithſtand- 
ing it mult be confeſſed, Philoſophy and Reaſon cannot difeo- 
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ver any complete and ſatisfactory Remedy for all paſt Miſcar- 


kriages, nor aſſure us, that God will make the Rebels he par- 


dons his Favourites for ever, ſince, for any Thing human Rea- 
ſon knows, Men may be forgiven, and then annihilated: Vet 


it may, I ſay, perhaps ſeem poſſible, that the Precepts and Mo- 


tives of Reaſon and Philoſophy might, at leaſt, be ſufficient to 
reform Mens Lives for the future. But, in Fact and Experi- 
ence, it has on the contrary appeared to be altogether impoſſi- 
ble for Reaſon and Philoſophy to reform Mankind effectually, 
without the Aſſiſtance of ſome infinitely higher Principle: And 
all ſpeculative Reaſonings about the pretended Sufficiency of 
human Reaſon to teach Men all that is wiſe, holy and divine in 
Religion, are to be looked onas idle and viſionary, when 
they are a manifeſt Contradiction to all Facts and Experiences, 
becaule this is a Matter that muſt be admitted as certainly true, 
or rejected as certainly falſe, according as Fact and Experi- 


ence bear Witneſs for or againſt it. 8 
When Chriſtianity was firſt publiſhed to the World, the 
Sentiments and Practice of Mankind were miſerably depraved, 
and the Corruption almoſt univerſal ; Idolatry, one ſmall Na- 


tion excepted, overſpread the Face of the whole Earth. What 


an aſtoniſhing Flood of Errors and Miſeries covered the Earth, 
when the Grace of God, that brings Salvation, firſt appear- 
ed? The common People every where entertained the moſt 


diſhonourable and unworthy Notions of their gods, and thoſe 


who were moſt renowned for Wiſdom : The Philoſophers of 


Greece, and Orators of Rome, are called dee, being without 


the Knowledge of the true God anda Saviour, Eph. 2. 12. 


Who knows not, that Socrates, Plato, Ariſtotle and Seneca, 
with all their profound Inquiries, ſubtle Reaſonings, and ad- 
mirable Diſcoveries, became Fools, -vain in their Imaginati- 


ons, corrupting their beft Precepts with abominable Mixtures: 


of the molt ſtupid Idolatry, practiſing themſelves, and advi- 


ſing others to worſhip inferior gods, Dæmons and Spirits, and 
to conform themſelves to all the wretched Superſtitions of 
their ſeveral Countries? And even Epictetus, that admirable 
Moraliſt, who ſeems to have had no Superior in the Heathen 


World, adviſes Men to offer Libations and Sacrifices to the. 
gous, every one according to the Religion and Cuſtom of his 
ountry, | CY | 4 
The whole Theology of the Pagan World imputed to their 


Deities the groſſeſt Impurities, and moſt infamous Immorali- 


ties, Murthers, Rapes, Inceſts, and other moſt black. and 
monſtrous Crimes, which had a natural Tendency to debauch 
the Manners of their Worſhippers, and give a Sanction to the 


worſt Vices. By making theſe Sins divine Properties, they 


_ effectually 
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effectually commended them to the Heathens; this, at once 
threw down the Banks of Virtue, and let the Torrent of cor- 
cupt Nature break forth in all its Fury. While they attributed 
to their Deities thoſe execrable Luſls which fo ſtrongly reigned 
in themſelves, they were firmly perſwaded no Funiſhment 
could be inflicted ; for, how could their gods ſacrifice thoſe to 
their Juſtice, who were Companions with them in their Crimes, 
or revenge the Imitation of their own Actions? And, accor- 
dingly, inthe politeſt Nations, ſome of the ſacred Rites, ſo- 
lemnizedin Honour of their gods, were ſo abominably led 
and brutiſh, as to raiſe the utmoſt Horror in every Mindthat 
has a Senſe of Decency and Virtue. The Underftandingsof 
the Generality of Mankind were enſlaved with ſuch Enthufia- 
ſtick Principles, ſuch weak and impious Stories of their gods, 
as gavea low and vicious Turn totheir Minds, and very much 
defaced their natural Conſcience of Good and Evil: They a- 
ſcribed the Name, Attributes and Honour of God, not only 
to the Lights of Heaven, not only to Kings and great Men, 
who by Authority or Merit were raiſed above others; but the 
moſt deſpicable Things in Nature, Beaſts, and Birds, and 
creeping Things, were the Objects of their Adoration, Rom. 
1.23. They changed the Glory of the incorruptible God, into an 
Image made like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four- 


hs 1 footed Beaſts, and creepiug Things. . 
TE ltis not fairly alledged, That the Goſpel has produced no 
better Effects among Chriſtians, than Reaſon and Philoſophy. 


among the Heathen World. For we can ſafely appeal to all our 
Adverſaries, who have but ſo much Knowledge of the World, 
as may quality them to form the Compariſon, whether in 
Countries whereChriſtianity is profeſſed in any tolerableDegree 
of Purity (notwithſtanding all the lamentable Corruptions of 
Chriſtians) the Generality even of the meaner and moſt vulgar 
and ignorant People, have not truer and worthier Notions of 
— God, more juſt and right Apprehenſions of his Attributes and 
Pertections, a deeper Senſe of the Difference of Good and 
Evil, agreater Regard to moral Obligations, and totheplain 
and molt neceſſary Duties of Life, and a more firm and uni- 
verſal Expectation of a future State of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, than in any Heathen Country any conſiderable Num- 
der of Men wereever found to have learned from the Reaſon- 
ings of all the Philoſophers that ever were in the World: But 
the Depravation of Manners was ſuchin the Heathen World, 
| that, if the unclean Spirits had beenincarnate, and taken their 
= Reſidence among Men, they could not have acted worſe Vil- 
nanies. Unnatural Crimes are committed, even among the 
== Greeks and Romans, with that Impudence, as if no Spatk of 
common 
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common Reaſon had remained in them; they placed their ſo- 
vereign Good in extreme Evil, i. e. ſinful Pleaſures; their 
Laws left almoſt all Vices indifferent, but what diſturbed the 
Tranquillity of the State: They were encouraged to work all 
Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs, not only by prefent Impunity, 
not only by the Multitude of Examples, ſo that Vices by their 
Commonneſs had loſt their Names, and were tiled Virtues z 
but principally by the Example of their imaginary Deities, and 
Rules of their ſottiſh Religion: Their very Theology ſunk 
them into the moſt brutiſh Blindneſs, and influenced them to 
the bold Practice of the moſt infamous Luſts, natural and un- 
natural. Where then was that clear Light of Reaſon all this 
while, the Univerſality of which, and its Sufficiency at all 
Times, to direct Men in every Branch of their Duty, is fo 
much inſiſted upon, in order to repreſent an external Revelati- 
on as altogether needleſs? Was it not evidently blind and ig- 
norant of the very fundamental Principles of true Piety and 
Virtue? And, ſince by natural Light they could not ſee God 
the Creator, is it poſſible he ſhould be perceptible to the Light 
of Nature as a Redeemer? Of this the moſt wiſe and learned 
of the ancient Philoſophers were ſenſible; they ſaw and la- 
mented their own Ignorance, and the abſolute Need there was 
of a further Light than natural Reaſon can attain: to: But our 
modern Unbelievers are ſelt-ſufficient, diſclaiming all Aſſi- 
ſtance, even tho? it be from a divine Revelation. Tho? it is evident 
to every one who has looked into the Writings of the old Hea- 
then Moraliſts, who lived before the Publication of Chriſtiani- 


ty, and compared them with the Sentiments of ſuch Heathen 
Writers as have lived ſince the Coming of Chriſt, and particu- 


larly our modern Deiſts; it is (I ſay) abundantly evident. 
that the moral Reaſonings of the latter, and their Regard to a 
future State, are much improved and increaſed; and that, al- 
moſt all the Things that are ſaid wiſely and ttuly by modern In- 
fidels, are plainly borrowed from that very Revelation, which 


they refuſe to embrace, and without which they could never 


have been able to have ſaid the ſame Things. But, 1 
Thirdly, As all the boaſted Reaſon of the human Natur 
and all the Philoſophy of the Heathen World, could not, did 
not effectually bring home the World to God ſo they are not, 
they cannot be a ſufficient Standard to judge of a divine Reve- | 


lation by. For, tho? the Chriſtian Religion abundantly recom- 
mendaò itſelf by its own intrinſick Excellency and Goodneſs to 
all conſidering and unprejudiced Minds; tho? it comes with all 
thehigheſt Characters of Credibility, and is directly and poſi- 


tively proved to be a divine Revelation, by the many infallible 
Signs and Miracles its glorious Author wrought publickly, as 


Evidences 


ible 
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Evidences of his divine Commiſſion, by the exact Completion 
doth of the Prophecies that went before concerning him, and 
thoſe he himſelf delivered concerning Things that were to hap- 
pen after; by the Teſtimony of his Followers; and by the 
Teſtimony of the Spirit of God, which,in all its Circumſtan- 
ces is the moſt credible, certain, and conyincing Evidence that 
was ever given to any Matter of Fact in the World: Nay far- 
ther, tho' we are not to believe any Thing as a divine Revelati · 
on, but what we have the higheſt rational Evidence to convince 
that it comes from God; yet that any Thing ſhould be rejected 

as no divine Revelation, merely becauſe human Reaſon. is 
weak, and to ſeek, as to the full and adequate Conception of 
it, isamoſt unreaſonable Pretence, and attended with glaring _ 
and unavoidable Abſurdities. $1 ene 
For, as the Light of Nature, and utmoſt Strain of human 
EXE Reaſon, does not contain in it whatever may be known of 
WE God; or of his Will; ſo it can imply no Contradiction to any 
D.ictate of natural Reaſon, that God ſhould reveal any Thing 
more of his Mind and Will, than is contained in the Light of 
Nature. Nay, the general Senſe of the Heathen World, in 
praying to their ſeveral gods for Direction, and hearkningto 
their pretended Oracles, confirms this Principle, That God 
q may reveal more of his Willto Mankind, than he has done by 
the Dictates of mere natural Reaſon: The Devil could never 
have had ſuch Advantage for deceiving the World, had it not 
deen for this general Senſe of Mankind, that there was want 
ing ſome particular Revelation from God to make Men happy. 
And therefore, tho' whatever involves a Contradiction to any 
of the fundamental Dictates of Nature, 4. e. to any ſelf- evĩ- 
dent Propoſitions naturally revealed, cannot be of divine Reve- 
lation; yet ris a moſt unreaſonable Principle in itſelf, That 
we are to embrace nothing for Truth, tho? divinely revealed, 
but whar our Reaſon is able to comprehend, both as to the Na- 
ture of the Thing, and the Manner of its Exiſtence; on which 
Account the Doctrines of the Trinity, Incarnation, and Sa- 
tisfaction of the Son of God, and conſequently the whole 
LM yſtery of the Goſpel of Chriſt, are at this Day rejected by 
many as incredible. But, if Men will believe nothing to be 
ö˙; true, but what they can give a full and ſatisfactory Account of, 
zds to every Mode and Circumſtance of it; then they muſt not 
. believe a great many Truths that are received upon the Evi- 


_ 


& dence of Metaphyfical, Mathematical or Moral Principles, 
& or even the Evidence of our Senſes, becauſe there lye unan- 
ſwerable Objections againſt them, for which yet no Man ever 
dhougnht it reaſonable to queſtion thoſe Truths. They muſt not 
believe there is any ſuch Thing 8 Matter in the World, till they 
| ; can 


\ , 
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can ſatisfactorily tell us how the Parts of it are united; nor 
that there are any material Beings, till they have reſolved all the 
perplexipng Difficulties about the ſeveral Affections of them; 
wit i nor that they themſelves have rational Souls, till they are able 
do explain the Manner of the Union of Soul and Body, and 

by what Power the Soul repreſents abſent Objects, Sounds 
without. Noiſe, Colours without Tinctures, Light without 
Clearneſs, and Darkneſs without Obſcurity! Whatever My- 
ſteriouſneſs there is confeſſedly in the Manner of ſome Chri- 
ſtian Doctrines; yet, as to the Truths themſelves, there is e- 
vidently no more Unreaſonableneſs in believing the Poſſibility 
of them, than in belicving the Union of the Soul and Body, 
or any other certain Pruth, which we plainly fee implies no 
Contradiction in the Thing itſelf; at the ſame Time that we are 
ſenſible we cannot diſcover the Manner how it is effected. 
And, if we cannot underſtand ourſelves, what aſtoniſhing 
Folly is it to preſume to comprehend the incomprehenſible 
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| j God? Is it reaſonable to ſay, The incomprehenſible God can 
1 reveal nothing of himſelf but what we can underſtand; or 
HEY that we are obliged to credit his Teſtimony no farther than we 
Till can farisfy ourſelves about the Reaſonableneſs of that which he 
| 10 teſtifies 9 If the divine Underſtanding be infinite, why may = 
1 not God diſcover ſuch Things to us, as our ſhallow Apprehen- il 2 

thi ſions cannot feann ? What Evidence of Reaſon can we have, 

1 that infinite Wiſdom and Underſtanding, when it undertakes 

10 to diſcover Matters of the higheſt Nature and Importanceto 

10 the World, ſhould be able to deliver nothing, but what comes 

Within the Compaſs of our imperfect narrow Minds? But, af. 

100 ter all, where is this infallible Standard of Reaſon to be found? 

"76 -Who has fixed the Bounds of that which Men call Reaſon? 

How ſhall we know that thus far it will come, and no further? 

Ni What Preſcription can be pleaded by one Sort of Men for Rea- 

1 ſon more than by another? One will not believe one Article of 

Wh! revealed Religion, becauic againſt his Reafon; and why not 

Fi another reject another Article, and a Third another, upon the 

Tame Fretence? for whatever the Ground of Unbelief be, it 

10 it wear the plauſible Name of Reaſon, it muſt upon this Prin- 

WW. - Ciple paſs uncontrouled ! Well, what if. One ſhould ſpeak 

| hl out, and tell us, All Religion is but an Artifice of deſigning 

1 Men, that al! Things come to paſs by Chance, the World was 

5 made by a fortuirous-Cencovrie of Atoms, and that it is im- 


| 0 po fſible to apprehend the Being of a God, becauſe an infinite 


i " | Being is incomprehenſible Whither now has our Reaſon cat- 

Wil. nee us? while we pretend to reject any Thing as divinely re- 

Ih ' vealed, merely becauſe it is above our Reaſon! By the fame 
1 Reaſon that ſome Men reject the Myſteries of revealed Rel- 
1 gion, others rej ect the Foundation of all. But, 
ii 

Ui 
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But, tho? Reaſon is not able to comprehend» ſupernatural. 
Myſteries, yet it can never demonſtrate that they cannot be. 
Let any of the Myſteries of revealed Religion be clearly made 
appear to contradi&, either Mathematical Demonſtrations, or 
ſelf-evident Propoſitions naturally revealed; and let it be made 
appear, that theſe Principles will ſerve indifferently for all Be- 
ings, Spiritual as well as Material, Infinite as well as Finite 7 
and then it will be Time enough to exalt our wretched narrow 
Reaſon into the Tribunal, and to bring the Revelation the glo- 
rious God has made of himſelf to be judge d by it! Who can 
prove by irreſiſtible Evidence, that there are not Fhree diſtinct 
Perſons in the ſame Godhead, and thattheſe Three are not One 
God, the ſame in Subſtance, equalin Powerand Glory ? Or, 
that Fehovah, who js an infinite God, cannot, by an infinite 
Communication of himſelf, exiſt in Three diſtinct Perſons ? 
Or, that the only begotten Son of God, -who, with the Fa- 
ther and bleſſed Spirit, is the only true God, beſide whom there 
is no other, could not be jncarnate and become Man? That 
two Natures, ſo immenſely diſtant, as E inite and Infinite; 
Mortal and Immortal, could not be ſo intimately and inſepa- 
rably united in the Ferſon of the Son of God, without Confuſion 
of their Properties? That there is not an infinite Evilin Sin, in- 
B;. finite Juſtice in God, and infinite Satisfaction neceſſary for all 
who ſhall be ſaved? There can be no Proof that theſe Things 
are impoſſible, without a perfect Underſtanding of the Nature | 
of God, and of every Thing elſe. And is it not moſt reaſon- 
able to believe, that God cannot be fully underſtood by us? The 
Angels, who dwell ſo near the Fountain of Light, cover 
their Faces with holy Confuſion, not being able to compre- 
hend them; How much leſs can we, in this earthly State, di- 
ſtant from God, and oppreſt with a burthen of Fleſns 
= And, altho' we cannot demonſtrate theſe Myſteries by Rea- 
ſon, we can give a rational Account Why we believe them. 
We cannot prove the Trinity, or Incarnation of the Son of 
"XX Cod by Reaſon; and the Subrilty of thoſe who affect to give 
ſome Reaſon of all Things, is extremely prejudicial to the 
Truth: For he, who pretends to provea Point by Reaſon, and 
is unſucceſsful, weakens the Credit which the Authority of Re- 
velation claims. There is a wide Difference between the 
== proving a Doctrine by Reaſon, and the giving a Reaſon why 
a vc bclieve the Truth of it. Is it not the higheſt Reaſon 
We fo believe the Diſcoveries God has made of himſelf 
and bis Councils? Have we not the cleareſt Reaſon to be- 
lie that God knows his own Nature and Will, and that it 
| 15 impoſſiblehe ſhoulddeceive us? When, therefore, a Reve- 
lation 1s ſufficiently atteſted to come from God, let it not weak - 
en our Faith, that we cannot Fre comprehend all its My- 
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ſteries: If we will believe God's Teſtimony no further than it 


is comprehenſible by our Reaſon, weinfinitely diſparage him; 
for this is no more than Credit we give to the moſt ſuſpected 
Witneſs. When God ſpeaks, it becomes us to hear with Si- 


lence and Submiſſion; his naked Word is as certain as Ma- 


thematical Demonſtration : And, as *tis the moſt illuſtrious 
Obedience of Faith, to embrace an pbſcure Truth with a firm 
Aſſent upon the ſole Credit and Authority of the Divine Teſ- 
timony ; ſo tis our Wiſdom to receive the great Myſteries of 


the Goſpelin their Simplicity: For, in attempting to give an 
exact and curious Explication of them, the Underſtanding, 


the more it ſtrives, the more it is intangled, God's Ways are 
far above ours, and his Thoughts above ours, as Heaven is a- 
bove the Earth. To reject what we can't comprehend, is, not 
only to ſin, againſt Faith, but againſt Reaſon; which acknow- 
ledges itſelf finite, and unable to ſearch out the Almighty to 
Perfection. From all that has been ſaid, it appears that human 
Reaſon and Philo ſophy are utterly vain and inſufficient to re- 
lieve Mankind from their great and univerſal Guilt, Corrupti- 
on and Miſery, and to conduct them to complete Holineſs 


and Happineſs. When God would ſave the World, he took 


a Way by himſelf; For after that, in the Wiſdom of God, the 
World by Wiſdom knew not Cod; it pleaſed God by the Fooliſp- 
weſs of Preaching to ſave them that believe, 1 Cor, 1.21. And 
this leads me to the | 5 

II. General Head, which is, To ſhew what it is to preach 
Chriſt in the true Scripture-Notion of it. This is our Buſineſs, 


our Charge, and our Glory, and muſt therefore include in it, 


the making Chriſt the Matter, Deſign and End of, as well as 
maintaining a ſacred Regard to him in the Manner of all our 
holy Miniſtrations. We can only underſtand what it is to 
preach Chriſt, by attentively viewing the Conduct of his Apo- 
ſtles, whom he ſent to preach the Goſpel to every Creature. All 
they did is ſummed up in theſe three Things; They publiſhed 
and explained the Doctrine of Chriſt, the Doctrine concerning 
him. They made a general Offer of Life and Salvation through 


\ Chriſt to all the World, in Chriſt's Stead beſeeching the vileſt * 


and chiefeſt Sinners to be reconciled to God through him. And 
then they conſtantly exhorted and excited all the profeſſed Dit- 
ciples of our Lord, to live a Life of univerſal Holineſs, O- 
bedicnce, and good Works, by Conſiderations peculiarly re- 
ſpecting Chriſt, and his Undertaking as Mediator. And, 
1. To preach Chriſt is, in plain Language, to publiſh to, 
and inſtruct Men in, the great Doctrines related in the Goſpel 
concerning his Perſon, Naturòè and Offices. The Nature of 


this Dileourſe will ſcarce allow me to do more, than barely ng 
Oe mention 


1 x l 


4 
. 


Great Godour Saviour, the true God, and ever 


(vs ) 


mention a few of thoſe principal Doctrines that run through, 


and are moſt firmly connected with, all the Parts of the Chriz 


ſtian Religion, left in the Writings of the Apoſtles; which, as 


they were confirmed by Miracles, the Divine Signatures of 


their Certainty; ſo they contain ſuch authentick Marks of 


their Divinity, that right Reaſon cannot reject them, I hut juſt. 


give ſhort imperfect Hints of theſe Doctrines: Such as, 
That Chriſt Jeſus is true God and true Man; the Sqn of 
God before all Ages, andthe Son of Man born in Time. He 
is the Son af God by an eternal and ineffable Generation, the 
eſſential and exact Image of the inviſible God, marvellouſly 
exprefling all his glorious Perfections in their Immenſity and 
Eternity, John 1. 14. The only Begotten of the Father, full of 
Grace and Truth. Heb, 1. 3. The Brightneſs of the Father's 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, Co-equal and 
co-eſlential with the Father; for he is the JN God, the 
aſting Life, 
the only Lord God, the Alpha and Omega, the Almighty, 
That Sacred and incommunicable Name, Jehovah, judged 
ineffable by a Generation who rejected the Prince of Life, is 
often applied to our Redeemer, but never in any Senſe to a mere 


Creature, He made all created Perſons and Things, and 


therefore muſt be before them, John 1. 1, 3. And, as he made 
them, ſo he effectually governs them, Col. 1. 16, 17. Allthe 
Attributes and incommunicable Properties of the Divine Na- 
ture are every where in Scripture aſcribed to him. The Pre- 
cepts of God, and Practice of the Saints, manifeſt, that Jeſus 
Chriſt is to be truſted in, and worſhipped with, Divine Ho- 
nours: But, Curſed is the Man that truſteth in Man, tho ne. 
ver ſo exalted, and maketh Fleſh his Arm, Jer. 17. 5. . Thon 
halt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him ouly ſhalt thou ſerve, 
Mat. 4. 10. Let Devils or Men do what they can to cloud or 
confute this Truth, let them uſe all the dark Devices Hell can 
invent, or corrupt Nature improve; let them have all the Ad- 


vantages they are capable of being furniſhed with; yet the eter- 


nal Godhead of Chriſt will ſhine unto all the Godly, with 
great and prevailing Evidence in the Holy Scriptures. And, 
thoꝰ he once appeared in zhe Form of a Servant, yethe thought 
2t no Robbery to be equal with God, Phil. 2. 8. His Ability to 
faveis laid in his eternal Power and Godhead : The Saviour of 
loſt Sinners muſt needs be ſo great a Perſon, by whom Di- 
vine Juſtice was to be ſatisfied, the Powers of Hell conquered 


and dead Sinners raiſed to, and preſerved in Life. We could 
never have had a Righteoutneſs fit to appear in before the righte- 
ous Jchovah, had not Jehovah become zhe Lord our Kigbiteouſ- 
neſs, Jer. 23. 6. But our Redeemer, being the eternal God, 

has 
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has conquered the Devil, deſtroyed his Works, and can cauſe 
ſour Creatures, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, to hear his Voice 
e,, | GE” „ | 
That this glorious Perſon was, in the Fulneſs of Time, 
made Fleſh, and dwelt among Men, to whom he manifeſted 
his Glory, the Glory of the Only-begotten of the Father, 
John 1. 14. This is that great Myſtery of Godlineſs which 
we mult believe, God manifeſted in the Fleſh, 2 Lim. 3. 15. 
His Fitneſs to ſave is alſo from his Humanity; For the Ch:l- 
dren having been Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, be alſo himſelf. 
Zook Part of the ſame, Heb. 2. 14. For ſiuce by. Man came 
Death, by /Man muſt alſo the Reſurrection come, 1 Cor. 15. 
21. The Mediator betwixt God and Man, mult himſelf be 
really Man, elſe he could not die for ſinful Men; yer Man in 


perſonal Union with the eternal Son of God, other wiſe his 


Death would have fallen ſhort of EG divine Juſtice. 
The Mediator, as he was the eternal God, could not die, 
could not ſuffer ; he aſſumed theretore not a human Perſon, 
but human Nature into perſonal Union with himſelf, that in 
that Nature that had ſinned, God might purchaſe the Church 
with his own Blood, Acts, 20. 28. It is indeed wonderful, 
yetneceſlary, that the glorious God ſhould be manifeſted in 
the Fleſh, and become ſo nearly related to his poor People, he 


aſſumed the human Nature, with a peculiar Regard to the Seed 


of Abraham the Elect: Well did the Right of Redemption 
belong to him, becauſe he was near of Kin to us; and {till to 
render our complete Redemption ſecure, he is ſent to ſave us to 
the uttermoſt! | = 

That, in undertaking this Work, he was in an eternal Tran- 
ſaction with the Father, conſtituted and conſidered as a com- 
mon publick Perſon, in the Law, Place, Room and Stead of 
thoſe whom he came to ſaye, Pſal. 40. 7, 8. Lo Icome e I 
delight to do thy Will, O my God: Yea, thy Law is within my 


Heart. Pſal. 89. 3. I have made'a Covenant with my Cho- 


fen. Iſa. 42. 1,---6. Behold my Servant whom I uphold, mine 
Eled in whom my Soul delighteth,. I will give thee for a Co- 
wenant af the People, for a Light of the Gentiles. The Tran- 
ſaction betwixt the Father and Son about this Work is menti- 
oned, Zech. 6.13. His Subſtitution in the Room of elect Sin- 
ners, and bearing their Sins, Ia. 53. The ſovereign Grant 
and Appointment of the Father, giving and delivering the E- 
lect to the Son in the Council of Peace, to be redeemed and re- 
conciled to himſelf, is mentioned, Fohz 6. 37. All that the 
Father has given me ſhall come to me. And, John 17.2. As 
tho haſt given him Power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould give 
eternal Life to as many as thou haſt given him. Hence, PE 

their 


of as he thinks fit; whi 


$a) 
their effeC.aal Calling or Believing, he calls them his Sheep 
John 10. 15, 16. — down his Life for them as ſuch: And 
hence we are ſaid to be choſen in Chriſt; Eph. 2. 4. or eternal 
ly deſigned to obtain all the Fruits of the divine Grace and Love 
in and by Chriſt ; and committed into his Hand, for that End 
and Purpoſe. The Ele& being thus given to Chriſt, and he 
andertaking to do and ſuffer what was neceſſary to free them 
from Wrath, and to give them a Title tothe Favour and Frui- 
tion of God: he received upon their Behalf, and for them, all 
the Promiſes of all the Mercies, Grace, good Things and 
Privileges, which they were to receive upon the Account oft 


his undertaking for them. Hence eternal Life is ſaid to be 


promiſed of God before the World began, Tit. 1.2. that is to 
the Son of God for us, in his undertaking on our Behalf; and 
Gracealſois ſaid to be given to us before the World was, 2 
Tim. 1.9. that is, in Chriſt, our appointed Head, Mediator 
and Repreſentative. And upon this very Account of his being 
the Mediator ſent, is the Father ſaid to be greater than he. Thus 
was our bleſſed Lord every Way qualified to be a Mediator, 
Days-Man and Umpire between Jehovah and us, being One 
with Jehovah, and One with us, and One in himſelf in the U- 
nity of his One Perſon, he enjoyed in all Fulneſs whatever 
was neceſſary to furniſh him for ſo great a Work : He is migh+ 
ty to ſave, able to ſave to the uttermoſt, and beyond the utmoſt 
Stretch of any created Mind. He had infinite Right to diſ- 
poſe of his own Life, and undertook this Work by the ſove- 
reign Authority and Allowance of the offended Lawgiver and 
Judge; ſo that our Lord comes clothed with the higheſt Au- 
thority to interpoſe as our Surety, John 10. 18. 

That this glorious Perſon has, by his Obedience and Suf- 
ferings in Lite and Death, fulfilled the Precepts of a broken 
Law of Works, Rom. 5. 18, 19. and 8. 3, 4. born its Penal- 
ty, Curſe and Condemnation, and thereby ſufficiently ſatisfied 
Jehovah's Juſtice and Faithfulneſs, and brought in an ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs for the given Ones, being made, under 
the Law for them, Sin for them, and a Curſe for them, that 
they might be redeemed from the Curſe of the Law, and made 
the Righteouſneſs of Godin him, 2 Cor. 5.21. and, Gal. 3. 13. 
: That upon the Payment of the great Price of his Blood, and 
ull Acquitment upon the perfect and ſufficient Satisfaction he 
made, he received the Spirit of Holineſs, and all the Treaſures 
and Fulneſs of Grace, John 1. 1 6. Col. 1. 19. to be diſpoſed 

which he communicates to our ſinful Na- 

e ere = into = Image of God, to form us for 
un here, and tor that heaven it: | 

Purchaſed by his Death, Tz. 3. " OY —_ 
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(18) 3 
That upön the Account of his Righteouſneſs as our Medi- 
ator imputed to us, in our Union to Chriſt by his Spirit, and 
actually received by Faith alone, are we accepted with Jehovah, 
juſtified, freed from Guilt, pardoned, and have Peace with 
God, Rom. 3. 24, 25, 26. 1 Cor. 1. 30. and, Rom. 5. 1. 
That his Life is the bleſſed Pattern to which all his Diſciples 
muſt ſtudy an univerſal and exact Conformity; for he was 
from Etermity in the Eye of Jehovah, the bleſſed Pattern to 
Which he will conform ele& Sinners in Grace and in Glory, 


Kom. 8: 29. He predeſtinated them to be conformed to the. I- 


mage of his Son, that he might be the Firſt-horn among many 
Bretbren. And, as we have born. the Image of the earthly, 
ſo we mutt bear the Image of the heavenly ; for the whole Lite 
of God in us, conſiſts in our Conformity to. Chriſt in habitual 
Grace and Holineſs, and in a conſtant Oppoſition to all Sin, 
in a divine Faith and Love; in Charity, Kindneſs, and Benefi- 


cence to Mankind; in Juſtice, Temperance. and Purity; in 
Lowlineſs of Mind, and Condeſcenfion to all Sorts of Per- 


ſons; in Self-denial, Readineſs for the Croſs, with Patience 
under Sufferings; in Zeal for the divine Glory, Faith and 


Fervency in Prayer; Love to Enemies, and Readineſs to do 
Good to all. 


6 And the great Deſign of Goſpel-Ordinances 
with Reſpect to us, is to bring us zo the Meaſure of the Stature 


of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 13. Nor is the holy Spirit, the 


principal efficient Cauſe of Grace in us, given us for any other 
End but to unite us to Chriſt, and make us like him, that we 
may be holy, as he who has called us ig holy, in all Manner of 


| Converſation. 


That this glorious Perſon, having undergone the curſed ig- 
nominious Death of the Croſs, and thus given himſelf a Ran- 
ſom for many, roſe-again from the Dead, aſcended triumph- 


antly into Heaven, and js exalred at the Father's Right-Hand, a 
Prince and Saviour, to give Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins. 


That he is theeverlaſting Head, King, and glorious Ruler 


of the Goſpel-Church, and of all the World for its Good, 


Col. 2. 15. Eph. I. 22. who gives out Laws and Rules of 
Worſhip and Obedience to it, and to whom we mult yield an 
expreſs Subjection of Soul and Conſcience, and all Honour 
and Obedience, as he is God equal with his Father, the Au- 


thor and Finiſher of our Faith and Obedience, who, by. his 


Spirit, works it in us, and through whom we are accepted in it. 
Who by his ſovereign Authority has renewed all the Com- 
mands of the Moral Law upon us, with new Inforcements 
and mighty Obligations to Obedience, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 15. For, 
tho' the Moral Law never could loſe its original Power, of o- 
bliging us to univerſal Obedience as we are reaſonable Crea- 

f tures 3 


(19) | 
tures; yet it is dur Obedience to it as Chriſtians; as Believers: 
in Chriſt, immediately influenced by its being confirmed to us 
in the Hand of our Mediator, that is accepted of God, Mar. 
3. 17. and, 17. f. This renders all our Moral Obedienes 
pure Evangelical Duty; and turns every good Work into the 
Obedience of Faith. In fine, | wt Fi | 

That Jefus Chriſt our Lord ſhall, at the laſt Day, raiſe the 
Dead, convene the World before his enlightned Tribunal, and 
paſs a definitive Sentence upon Angels and Men. And all 
who hope for Mercy at that Day, muſt live by Faith in the Son 
of God. have the ſame Mind in them which was in Chriſt : 
Live in the World, as he was in the World, blameleſi and. 
harmleſs, as Children of God without Rebute, obſerving 
whatcver Duties he has commanded to God, to our Neigh- 
bour, and to ourſelves, living ſoberly, righteonſly and godly. 
in ibis preſent World. Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, were the 
Dottrines the Apoſtles received from our Lord, and ſo are 
properly called the Doctrines of Chriſt. Theſe were the 
Doctrines they preached continually ; whatever they have 
_ relates either to the Perſon, Natures or Offices of our 
Redeemer, or to the Benefits purchaſed by him, or to the. 
Means and Method of our receiving theſe Benefits from him, 
bor to the Returns of Love, Gratitudeand Obedience we o-Ü : 

to him. But, | 
2. To preach Chriſt is, to make a general Offer of Life and 
Salvation thro? Chriſt to all the World, with ardent Affections 
bieſeeching and perſuading the vileſt and chiefeſt of Sinners to 
embrace him for Wiſdom, Righteouſheſs, Sanctification and 
Redemption; to be reconcil'd to God, and to truſt to and in 
Chriſt tor Life, Righteouſneſs, Grace and Glory. 18 4 
came into theii orld to ſave the chief of Sinners; and he ſent his A- 
poſtles, and ſtill ſends the Paſtors whom he gives to his Churches 
do call poor Sinners to conſider their Miſery ; to look to Jeſus, 
in whomalone is Salvation; to truſt their Souls into his Hands 
XX that he may be their Saviour; to live in Imitation of him, and 
breathe fervently after Communion with him here and hereaf-- 
ter. All inChriſt encourages them, Iſa. 42. 3, 4. Jobs 6. 
37. All in the Goſpel directs them, Mat. II. 15. 29, 30. 
Rev. 22. 17. and all the Law commands them fo to do, 1 Fo. 
3. 23. This is his C ammandment, that ye believe in the Name 
0 5 of his Sou Feſus Chriſt, Him hath God the Father ſealed, and. 
. ſanctiſied, and ſer forth, and given to be a Propitiation for Sin 


== 7-rough "arch in his Blood, Rom. 3. 25. It has pleaſed the Fa- 
3 ther that in him ſhould all Fulzeſs dwell, Col. I. 19. aFul- 

nals of pardoning Grace, for the F orgiveneſs of all our Sins, 
and Acceptance of our Pexſons 5 He is the Lord our Righteouſ- 


neſs, 
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ner; Made of God to us Righteouſneſs. And, Surely ſpall 


One ſay, In the Lord have T Rigbhteouſneſti, Wa. 45. 24. A 
Fulnels of regenerating, quickning, ſanctiryiag and aſſiſting 


Grace. He walks among dead Souls, and. ſays to whom 


he will, Live. From him alone can poor dead Sinners re- 


ccive ſpiritual Life, Grace, Mercy, Preſervation, Perfection 
and Glory: For, by the Revelation. of his Righteouſneſs 
from Faith to Faith, all the glorious Attributes of Jehovah, 
which were before engaged for the Deſtruction of Sinners, are 

now exceedingly glorified in their Pardon and Acceptance with 
God; and he has lodged in the Redeemer's Hand all that Grace 


and Mercy which Jehovah could find in his own gracious 
Heart to beſtow, or which was neceſſary to ſave all that World 


of Sinners, which has, or ever ſhall be brought to the Enjoy- 
ment of God through him. +. | 
And therefore, we mult tell all Men, That God is in Chriſt 
reconciling the Moria to himſelf. That it is afaithful Saying, and 
worthy of all Acceptation, That Chriſt came into the i orld to 
ſave the chief of Sinners. Andthatitis the Command of the 
Eternal God, That Sinners ſhould turn their Eyes from every 
other Object, and look to this great Saviour ; approve Hea- 
ven's Way oft ſaving Sinners byhim; credit the Father's Teſ- 
timony concerning him, as One whois faithful ro make good 
what he has promiſed; and truſt to, and in the Lord Chriſt, as 
gloriouſly ſufficient to anſwer all the Ends and Purpoſes for 
which he is given, leaning and reſting their Souls on him for Life, 


Righteouſneſs, and eternal Salvation. None are excluded 


from Chriſt, but ſuch as exclude themſelves, by obſtinate Un- 
belief, and Impenitency in a Courſe of Sin. The Offer is u- 
niverſal and undiſtinguiſhing. ¶ hoſoever will, let him come. 
The Divine Command and Promiſe fully warrant all, to 
whom the Revelation of Chriſt comes, to uſe and apply him 
as their own Saviour, for all the Ends and Purpoſes of Salva- 
tion. All poor, wicked, wretched Sinners, and all poor, 


weary, heavy-loaden, diſtreſſed Souls, are welcome to Sal- 


vation, by the free Grace of God thro' Jeſus Chriſt. And 
wemult fervently call poor vile Sinners, having nothing but 
what is loathſom, and burthenſom, and languiſhing under all 
Manner of Diſcouragements, to caſt themſelves upon Chritt, 
There is not one Word in the Bible againſt them, but every 
Part of it, rightly underſtood, encourages them, lettheir 


Sins be never ſo many, and their Condition never ſo bad and 


unhappy, to make a preſent Adventure, by Faich on Chriſt, 


for Lite and Glory. He has ſolemnly declared to all the World. 


Fhat ſuch as thus come to him, he will in no wiſe caſt out. 

3. To preach Chꝛriſt is, conſtantly to exhort and excite all the 
proleſſed Ditciples of our Lord, to live a Lite of univerſal 
| | Holinefs 


5) 


Y 


"Holineſs, Obedience, and good Works, by Conſiderations ps 
culiarly reſpecti ig Chriſt, and bis Undertaſting as Mediator. 
Our bleſſed Lord gave no ne Law, he neither abrogated, nor 
added to the Moral Law, that eternal Rule of Righteouſneſs; 
for God never required leſs of Men in the Law than what was 


due to him, nor can he require more. Whatever, at any Titne, 


can be the Duty of any Man, towards God or Men, in the Sub- 
ſtance or Degrees of it, is made ſo by the Moral L 


aw. - The 
Goſpel is no new Law; = the Duties of the Moral and Er 

ternal Law are plainly declared in the Doctrines of it, enforeed 
by new Motives of it, and more fweetly and powertully dixee- 
ted as to their Manner and End. Our bleſſed Lord has, by Hs 


ſupreme Authority over the Goſpel-church, given us new ſpitt- 


tual Rules of Worſhip ; but he has confirmed all the Com- 
mands of the Moral Law, gh ing them new Entoreements3 
Whencehe calls them his Commands, This ſays he, # my C. 
mandment, That ye love one amother, John 15. T2. And all our 
acceptable Goſpel-duty confiſts in Obedience to theholy Law, 


as it is confirmed to us in the Hand of our Mediator; we are 


obliged to perform all the Duties it requires thro” Faith in Chriſt, 
upon the Motives of the Love of God in him; the marvellous 
Benefits of his Mediation, and rhe Grace we receive in — 
and by him. Whatever is other w-aſe done by us, H our Dutie 

flow not from theſe Sources the are fiot, they cannot be, ac. 
ceptable to God: And, TetMentalkneverfo fondly of Mora: 
lity, if their Obedience to the Pretepts of th&Uawdots not 

flow from Faith in Chriſt, ang Love to him, they wretehediy 
deceived themſelves, whiktRy flatter themſelves witiiAccep- 
tance; for without Faith i impbſſehle ro plenſ® God; and 2 
can only be accepted in th# b hνν⅜ Eph. T. 6. Chriſtian Mo- 

rality muſt be derived from the FUuntainc head; for it is not an 

outward Reformation that will ſtand the Teſt in che Day ot 
Judgment, but an inward Renewal Of the Soul. The Tree 
muſt firſt be good, before tiere can he ay good Fruit; and all 
muſt be done for Chriſt's Sake, and flo from Faith working 
by Love, Gal. . 6. Jam far from thinking that we ought not 
to urge ſuch Motives as the Light of Nature fiitiiſſies, and are 
level to the Capacities of the Pebple: Af Skitfülly managed; 
they may ſerve valuable Purpoſes; hut if We chiefly, or Only 
in ſiſt upon, and go no further thai füch abſtract moral Reaſo- 
nings as the Light of Nature ſuggeſts, our Exhortations will 
want for the greateſt Partof their eight, if We neglect to be- 


ſeech and exhort by the Lord Jeſus, 1 The 4. T. 


The Apoſtles conſtantly enforced all Goſpel· duties by glo- 
rious Evangelical Motives; they repreſent the Grace of God 
bringing Salvation, as that which only ean teach us to deny Un- 
. „  goalieſs: 
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dies, by motives reſpecting Chriſt. 


| 9 being ingrafted into this Vine; nor can we maintain good 


fible for a Chriſtian to live in thoſe $ins for which Chriſt died ? 


{| Abſtract Reaſonings in the 


. £2) 


Laſts, and to live ſuberly, righteouſly and. 

h. They recommend Juſtice None „c and 
Almſgiving, Purity and Chaſtity, Obedience to Magiſtrates, 
and the faithful Performance of all the Variety of relative Dy- 
e One can ſcarce look into 
any Part of the New Teſtament, but be mult be ſatisfied that 
the Apoſtolical Writings are made up of Diſcourſes which have 

Chriſt for their Sum and Subſtance, ; eyen when they are inſiſt- 
ing upon Duties moſt Moral. And how can we more power: 
fully perſuade Men to the Practice of Chriſtian Morality, than by 
telling them, that a Life of univerſal Holineſs and Obedience 
is the natural and neceſſary Fruit of Faith in Chriſt, by whoſe 
Grace alone our Duties muſt be performed, and thro' whaſe 
Merits they mult be accepted? All qur Fruitfulneſs depends up- 


Works, unleſs we Jive h Faith in the Sau of 2 without him ü 
ave can de nothing, John 15. 5. Wehave as neceſſary and conſtant 
aDNependenge nponthe Grace of the Mediator for all theActions MR 
pf the Spiritual and Divine Life, ag upon the Providence of the 
Creator for all the Actionsof the Natural Life, And when 
we do Good, tis not we, but the Grace of God that is in us; 
and theretore, out of a Senſe of Weakneſs, we muſt be made 
ſtrong, and do all Things through Chriſt ſtrengthming us, Phil. a4. 
13, and, out of a Senſe of Unorthineſs, depend entirely upon MY 
bis Merits for Acceptance: For, affer We have done all theſe 
Things e are but unprofitable Servants, and muſt at laſt ſeek to 
be fonnd in Chriſt not having onrowsn Reghteouſweſs, Phil. 3. 9 

What can more ſweetly, and yet more powerfully, excite 
Men to all holy. Converfation and Godlineſs, than ſerious 
Thoughts of the Love of Chtiſt? will not his Love conſtrain 5 
us to livetg him vo died for us? 2 Cor. 5, 14. 15. Is it poſj- 


— . - o * 


Wilt not Love cauſe an humble Fear, leſt we ſhould fruſtrate 
the great Defign of his bloody and terrible Sufferings? Why 
did he redeem us with ſo excellent a Price from our cruel Bon- 
dage? Why did he vindicare us from the Power of the Ulurper, 
o whom we were Captives, hut that We might ſerve him withe 
ont Fear, in Haliueſꝭ qud Righteouſreſs before hum all aur Days ? 
If we are not our n, but bought with the Price of Chriſt's 
Blood, Love and Gratitude to our Almighty Deliverer will ex- 
Cite us to glorify him in aur Bodies and Spirits, which are his? 
Why did he purity us with his moſt precious Blood from ouß 
deadly Defilements, but that we might be intirely conſecrated | 
to lis Glory? If we love our Lord Jeſus in Sincerity, we will 
keep his Commandments Weg, without Love to him, all the 


orld will have no ſaving Influence 
JJ a . 
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IH uponourspirits, The fame Love to God in Chriſt, thatisjnthe, 
WW _ Sains 1 15 the higheſt Degree of perfection, and makes them 
for ever to gloriry him, from the lively and permanent Senſe of 


3 their Obligations, will, proportionably to our State in this Lite, 
fe pe to obſerve his 9 with Delight and Con- 
—_ ſtancy. Such Actings of Faith, and Out-goings of Love, con- 

= irate the Divine Tempcr of the new Creature, and lay the 
. 3 of all acceptable Goſpel- Obedience. In a Word, 
1 Wat Argument can be ſo powerful to fix our hatred and De- 
teſtation at all Sin, as a believing gratetul Conſideration of what 
Chriſt has ſiitfered, to free us trom the Guilt, the Filth, the 
Power, aud the ruuiſhmentof Sin? Wat Reaſonings can be 
ſo criectual to reſtrain Men from all Ungodlineſs, Unrighte- 
oufacis and worldly Luſts, as to call dinners ſeriouſly to medi- 
tate upon the Terrors of the laſt Judgment, the Wrath ot 
the Lamb, and the dreadful Reckoning for abuſed Grace, and 
a ſlighted Saviour, before whoſe Judgment - ſeat all muſt ſtand? 
Rom. 14. 10, 11, 12, What will ſo effectually work upon 
the Fears of Men, as the Thou 


gin of his Wrath, to whom 
all Judgment is committed, and from whoſe Ne Indigna- 
t 


tion the Rocks and Mountains will be too thin a Covering? 
What will ſo effectually work upon our Hopes, and make us 
ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, always abounding in the Work of the 
Lord, as the Aſſurance of this, that our Labour ſhall not be in 
RR war in the Lord? How can we ſo powerfully quicken the 
to & Saints to Duty, raiſe their Hopes, eſtabliſh and comfort their 
9. Souls, as by the exceeding great and precious Promiſes of the 
ite & Goſpel, which ix Chriſt are allTea aud Amen? Having ſuch 
us ax Promijes, ſhall we not cleauſe ourſelves from all Filthizeſs and 
in EE Pollution 50h of Fleſh aud Spirit, aud perfect Holineſs in the 
of. RE Fear of God? I proceed to the „ 5 
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ate III. Cezeral Head, which is, To ſhew, that the plain and 
yy faithtul Preaching of a crucified Jeſus, is a moſt ſufficient and 
n- XR cffcual Method to recover Elect Sinners from the Mileries of 
dhe Fall, and to bring them to complete Holineſs and Happi- 
nels; a Method every Way becoming the Majeſty of God, 
and the Condition of his Creatures. As this Method of fav- 
ing Sinners ever has been, and ever will be, more powerful than 
all the Oratory and Philoſophy of the Heathen World; ſoit lay 
mfinitely out of the Reach of the deepeſt Statefmen and Philo- 
ſophers, and the moſt curious Searchers into the Secrets of Na- 
ture, both among the Greeks and Romans. All their Reaſon 
and Philoſophy never made one Believer. So far is it above our 
moſt excellent Thoughts, that no human Underſtanding would 
Ever have attempted to feiguit, with Confidence of PO 
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the World into the Belief of it. How is it poſſible jt ſhould be 
- contrived by natural Reaſon, ſince no Man can believe it ſin- 


cerely when it is revealed, without a ſupernatural Faith? But, 
tho' Reaſon, inſlaved by prejudices, and corrupted by earthly 
and ſenſual Affections, deſpiſes this Way of Salvation; yet, 
when it is inlightned by Faith, it diſcovers ſuch glorious WiC 


dom in ĩt, that, were it not true, it would tranſcend the moſt 


noble created Mind to invent it. Now, that the plain and faith- 
ful Preaching of a crucified Jeſus, is a moſt ſufficient and effec- 
tual Method to recover Elect Sinners from the Miſeries of the 
Fall, will appear, if we conſider, 5 
Frirſi, That Jeſus Chriſt, as the Salvation of God to the Ends 
of the Earth, is that great and eminent Truth, in the Light of 


which all other Truths ſhine, and from which they derive their 


Efficacy, John 1. 4, 9. The Life was the Light of Men. That 
was the true Light which lighteth every Man that cometh into 
the World, And, John 14. 6. Iam the Truth. As guilty and 
corrupt Man is utterly unable of himſelf to fatisfy the Divine 
Juſtice forthe Diſhonour done to God by his Sins, ſo he is inca- 
pable of real Repentance; and all the Truths in the World, ſe- 
parate from Chriſt and the Conſideration of his Underraking 
havenota ſufficient moral Influence to reform the Hearts and 
Lives of Men, and toraiſe them to a Degree of Holineſs fit 
for the Heavenly State. And the Reaſon is plain, becauſe, till 
the guilty Creature know, that God will, in a Conſiſtency with 
the Honour of his Laws and Government, pardon and forgive, | 
and that Heaven is open to his Repentance, he is irreclaimable: 
He who never hopes to receive any Mercy or Grace, will grow | 
obſtinate in his Rebellion; he eſteems it loſt Labour to reſtrain 
Hhunfelf from finful ſenſual Pleaſures : Deſpair of Mercy cau- 
fes a deſpiſing of the Law, and-inflames the Hatred of Sin- 
ners againſt God. But ſuch authentick Aſſurance of Pardon 
and Forgiyenefs, and of the Acceptableneſs of Faith and Re- 
pentance in the Sight of God, as under the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion, the Divine Wiſdom and Grace has found Means to af- 
ford unto us, in ſuch a Way as is abundantly confiftent with 
the Honour and Dignity of the Laws of God, and with his ir- 
reconcileable Hatred againſt all Unrighteouſhefs and Sin, has 
a direct Tendency and powerful Influence to reform Mens 
Hearts and Lives, and bring them to God. Now, this aſſurance 
is only to be got inChriſt,in whom God is reconciling theWorld 
to himſelf. He is the Life and Soul of the Chriſtian Religion, 


the very Fhing in which it differs from, and incomparably ex- 


cells, not only what any falſe Religion ever pretended to, but 
even true Religion in its firſt Conſtitution, in the beautiful State 
of pure uncorrupted Nature. If the Chriſtian Religion _ 
d is rom 


* 


6 3 
from the Religion of Nature, from all falſe Religions many: 

| Thing (as molt certainly it does, as much as Light from Dark. 
neſ$) it is in this, They all propoſe other Ways, falſe Ways of 


? coming to the Favour of God; but Chriſt has made Peace by 

the Blood of his Croſs, and thereby reconciled all his People of 

? all Nations unto God in one Body, and has comeand preached 

} this Peace to them that were afar off, and to them that were 

4 nigh: And this is the only Truth wherein the true God is glori- 

Z ouſly maniteſted and diſtinguiſhed from every falſe God. 

& All Divine Truths declare, either the Evil of our Sin and A- 

| poſtaſy from God, or the Love and Grace of God in our Par- 

Y don and Reconciliation, or our Obligations to Duty, Grati- 

K tude and Obedience to him; and no Truth whatever brings any 

5 ſaving ſpiritual Light into, or can have any ſpiritual powerful 

5 Efficacy or Influence upon the Soul, but by Vertueof its Re- | 
4 lation to Chriſt. He is the Life and Soul of all ſaving Truths, | 
J without which, as they are written in the Word, they are but | 
x dead Letter, incapable to purify or reform the Sinner, or ſettle his | 
- = Conſcience in Eaſe and Safety. In Chriſt crucified, can only | 
_ FX beſentheinfiniteEvil and Demeritof Sin. The Knowledge | 
„ FX which natural Men have of this is very obſcure, and relates | 
7 chiefly to great and unnatural Sins: But God having made his 
0 only begotten Son Si for us, 2 Cor. F. 21. having bruiſed him | 
1 = and put him to Grief and ſhame, made his Soul an Offering for 
; = Sin, and poured out his Life unto Death; has given the moſt ter- 
EE ribleProdf, that ſuch is the Evil of Sin, and God's Hatred at it, 
2 that it is altogether impoſſible he ſhould paſs by any the leaſt Sin |} 
„ uxpuniſhed: If he could do it for any, he would have done it 

n E _ his only Son; but he ſpared him not, when he was made Sin 

; _ Or us! | | 2 | 
a 2 In Chriſt crucifiedis clearly to beſcen, that vindictive Juſtice. | 
; = is eſſential to God. They who lay the Neceſſity of Satisfa&ti= | 
_ = on merely upon a free Act of the Divine Will, leave no juſt |} 
- = Foundation for the Death of Chriſt : They look upon his Juſ- | 
tisceas that which God may either exerciſe or forbear, and make 

h it not a Property of his Nature, but merely a free Act of his | 
= Will; neyer reflecting, that a Will to puniſh, where One may 
- = do otherwiſe without Injuſtice, is rather an I1]-will than Juſtice. } 
«s = But, plainly, in that God ſpared not his only Son, nor would 
e Coept of any Atonement but in his Blood, Pſal. 40. 6, 7. 

4 = 4%. 10. 5. —10. He has abundantly manifeſted, that it was | 
abſolutely neceſſary for him; His glorious Holineſs and Righte- | 
? ouſneſs required it, that he ſhould render Indignation and Wrath |} 
—_ . 8 
5 Z In Chriſt cructticd the pardoning Grace and Mercy of God 
* ; are only to be. ſeen: For Pardoning Grace and Mercy is no- 
a | — thing 
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(26) | 
thing elſe, but God's free gracious Acceptance of Sinners upon 


Satisfaction made to his Juſtice ; nor is any Diſcovery of them, 


without Satisfaction to Juſtice, conſiſtent with the Divine Glo- 
ry. What Diſcoveries of theſe can be made by finful Man's 
natural Reaſon, is evident in Adam after his Fall; he could ſee 


no Reſerves of Grace or Mercy in God for him, he had no No- 


tion of it, but vainly fled and hid himſelf, Cen. 3. 8. But, to 


fee the Lord Chriſt, the Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, al- 


ways infinitely beloved of the Father, hanging upon the curſed 
Tree of the Croſs, withthe Earth trembling under him, as un- 
able to bear his Weight, and the Heavens darkned over him, as 
if ſhut againſt his woful Cry, My God, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me? and all, becante our Sins did meet upon him, Ja. 
53. 6. This is an effectual Demonitration of pardoning Grace 
and Mercy; now may we know that God loves us, in that he 
has not withheld his own only beloved bleſſed Son from us: 
Here, or no where, it is to be learned; In this was manifeſted 
zhe Love of God, becauſe God ſent his only begotten So into the 
World, that we might live through him, 1 John 4. 9. 

In Chriſt crucified is clearly diſcovered, how guilty Men ob- 
tam Reconciliation with God, Peace and Reſt. When God 
fixes an Apprehenſion of his Diſpleaſure in the Soul for Sin and 
Apoſtaſy, it it is not too late, it will cauſe Men look out for Re- 
let, and cry, What ſhail we ao? This Relief is only to be found 
in the Death and Mediation of Chriſt: He has taken out of the 
Way the cauſe of Enmity between God and us, Sin and the 
Curſe of the Law, and made Peace for us by the Blood of his 
own Croſs, Eph. 2. 14, 15. He has atoned Fehovah, 10 that 
heis now in Chriſt, reconciling the World ro himfelt; and he 
flays the Enmity on our Part, io as that weaccept of the Peace 
made and rendercd, and by our Lord Jctus do receive the A- 
tonement, Kom. F. T1. In fine, in Chriſt crucified is clearly 
ſeen, how weak and corrupt Creatures may be made holy and 
like to God, and enabled to walk with God in the Beauties of 
Holinefs : His Blood alone, who through the eternal õpirit of- 
fered himſelf withont Spot ts God, can purge our Hearts and 
Conſcience from dead Ji orks, to ſerve the living God. Heb. 9. 
14. Of his Fulneſs we receive Grace for Grace, John 1. 16. Ae 
35 of God made to ns Santtification, 1 Cor. 1. 30. and gives us 
the Spirit of Lite and of Fower, to bear us up as on Eagles 
Wings, ſwitty, ſafely and ſtrongly, in the Paths of Obedience; 


Fear do all Things through Chriſt jtrengthmng me. Phil. 4. 


F2. 
Thus all the Beauty, Symmetry and Harmony of divine 
Truths is from Chriit, who, as 4 living Spiritdiifuſed thro the. 
whole Syſtem, botn acts and animates it. Hence the * 


% 


(17) x 
God, feading a poor Soul in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel to Chriſt 
and his Salvation, is ſaid to ſead into all Truth; for then alone is 
the Mind irradiated and affected with the Light, Efficacy and 
Power of heavenly Truth, when it is received as proceeding 
from, and leading to, the Sun of | Righteouſnels, that bleſſe 4 
Spring and Maſs of all ſpiritual Light and Truth, even Chriſt, 
from whom all divine Truths derive their very Senſe and means! 
ing. Now, what Method could be ſo effectual to recover e- 
le& Sinners from the Miſeries of the Fall, as a plain and faith- 
ful Repreſentation of Chriſt crucified? What can be more like- 
ly to break our Hearts for Sin, fix our Hatred and Deteſtation a- 
gainſt it, and engage us to univerſal Holineſs of Heart and Life, 
than to ſee Jehovah, in the ſame ſtupenduous Sacrifice, declar- 
ing his inflexible Reſpect to Juſtice, and eternal Delight in Mer- 
cy ? . transferring our Sin upon his holy Child Jeſus, that he 
might puniſh Sin, and pardon us Sinners; ſatisfy his infinite 
Love to Man, and his infinite Juſtice for Man! When by Faith 
we behold a crucified Jeſus, can we but tremble at the Severity 
of God's Juſtice, and regret and hate thoſe Sins which occaſi- 
oned his Sorrows? When we are told, That by his Stripes we 
are healed, can we forbear to love him, who firſt loved us? 
Shall we not live to him, who died for us? Can we have the 
Heart to crucify him afreſh ? Shall we not make his Righteouſ- 
neſs our Confidence, his Life our Pattern, and his Bleſſings our 
Portion and Choice? ſubmit to all the Influences of his Grace 
and Government, and yield an anſwerable Compliance in oux 
Affections and Actions? This is an infinitely more conſiſtent and 
effectual Method to reform and ſave ſinful Men, than any, than 
all the Schemes which the wiſeſt of the ancient Philoſophers e⸗ 
ver did, or the moſt ſubtile modern Unbelievers can, invent or 
„„ 0 

Secondly, The Preaching of Chriſt is the great and bleſſed 
Mean conſtituted by God for converting periſhing Sinners, and 
building them up in Holineſs. The Recovery of fallen Crea- 
tures from Sin and Miſery, to Holineſs and Happinels, is the 
immediate Deſign of the Goſpel, 1 Tim. 1. 15. The End 
why Men are ſent to preach the everlaſting Goſpel, is, that they 
my the Eyes of Sinners, and turn them from Darkneſs 
70 Light, and from the Power of Satan to God; teach them ta 
deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, rightes. 
ouſly and godly in this eee e evil Morla; bring them to the 
Faith of Chriſt, to the Imitation of him, and to Communion 
with him here and hereafter. And, if they would attain this 
End, they mult preach Chriſt; for Chriit crucified, held forth 
n the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, is - powerful Mean, why 
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God in his Wiſdom effectually ſaves thoſe who are ordained to 
eternal Life. This is the Scheme which God has pitched upon 
toreform and fave Mankind, and he ſeems in Honour concern- 
ed to crown it with greater Succeſs than any other Way whay- 

Who have been honoured to convert moſt Souls to God? I 
believe, never any converted ſo many to God as the Apoſtle 
Paul. Well, what means did he uſe? He preached Chriſt cru- 
cified ; Chrift reigned in his Heart, and triumphed in all his diſ- 
courſes. He told the People plainly, That that Feſus,who was cru- 


 exfied at Jeruſalem, was the Son of God, and Saviour of Men, 


God manifeſted in the Flef ; and that all who would be ſaved 
muſt believe with the Heart, and confeſs with the Mouth that 
Feſus is the Son of God; turn from all their Sins, deny Ungodli- 
eſs and worldly Luſts; and live, not without Law to God, but 
under the Law to Chriſt. This Doctrine needed no artificial 
Prefs, it ſhoneforth with the greateſt Majeſty inits own Light, 
and prevailed in the World by its divine Authority, and demon- 
ſtration of the holy Spirit, without any human Helps. 

And, in the Nature of the Thing, nothing could be ſo pro- 
per for that End, as an evident declaration and repreſentation of 
Chrilt,in preaching theGoſpel. A due Mixture of greatneſs, and 
goodneſs or Grace, is the moſt powerful attractive of the affec- 
tions ; hence God, who is infinitely great and good, is the ul- 
timate Object of them. Now, in the Perſon of Chriſt, this 
mixture1s incomparably and inimitably, ſo that there is nothing 
in the whole Creation fit to ſhadow it out to us, Rev. 1. 5,16. 
Cant, 5. 10,---16. And, is it poſſible a poor Soul ſhould be- 
hold this glorious excellent One, the Prince of the Kings of 
the Earth, humbled into he Form of a Servant; yea, a Worm, 
aud no Man, deſpiſed of the People, ſtoopiug down to Death, 
the curſed Death of the Croſs, that he might pay our Debt to 
Juſtice, and waſh us from our Sins in his own Blood, without 
mourning, regretting and hating its Sins, and placing all its 
Hopes and Comtorts in Life ad Don in Chriſt ; counting all 
Things but drofs for the excellency of the Knowleage of Chriſt Fes 
fas our Lord? We ſee what a warm, natural, blind devotion 


will be ſtirred up in the Papiſts by their ſuperſtitious Pictures of 


Chriſt crucified ; and, if a falſe means ſhall be effectual to ſtir 
up falſe Love and devotion, ſhall not the true, proper, inſti- 
tuted means of repreſenting the Glory of Chriſt in the Goſ- 
pel, be effectual to beget Faith in Souls, and make them con- 
ſtant in Faith and Obedience? Hence, the Apoſtle wonders 
that theGalatians ſhould depart fron the Truth, after that Feſus 
Chriſt hadbeen evidently held forth crucified among them, Gal. 
3. 1. Andif we ſuppreſs or obſcure this Part of the * 
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we ean expect but very little Succeſs, in the Nature of things} 
Ny: we may fear God's Honour is concerned, in ſuch a cale, 
to blaſt us and Ièave us to labour in vain. Our cheerful Progreſs 
and Succeſs in our Work, depends upon the Influenceand O- 

ration of the Spirit diſpenſed by Chriſt ; but, if we leave his 
Pen his Offices, his Grace and his Goſpel out of our Diſ⸗ 
courſes, or give but a flight and caſual Hint at thoſe glorious 
Subjects chat ought to be our daily Theme; if we ſay little more 
than what the Light of Nature ſuggeſts and authorizes, and 


 Tearce diſtinguiſh ourſelves from the moral Philoſophers of the 


Gentiles, what reaſon can we have to expect the preſence and 


Influence of the Spirit of Chriſt? 


Thirdly, This Method of ſaving Sinners, is every Way be- 
coming the Majeſty of God, and the Condition of his Crea- 
tures. The immenſe Grace and unſearchable Wiſdom of 
God are aſtoniſhingly diſplayed in taking Occaſion, from the 
Sin and Fall of Man, to bring more Glory to God, and to 
raiſe Man to a more Excellent State! This is God's Signature 
upon all heavenly Doctrines, they have a direct Tendency to 
promote his Glory, and the real Benefit of reaſonable Crea- 
tures: Thus the Way of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt is moſt fit, 
as to reconcile God to Man, by Tecuring the Honour of his 
Laws and Government; ſo to reconcile Man to God, by en- 
couraging his Hope. Till this be effected, he can never be 


happy in Communion with God ; for that is nothing elſe but 


the mutual Exerciſe 'of Love between God and the Soul: 
Now, nothing can repreſent God as amiable to aguilty Crea- 


ture, but his Love and pardoning Grace. Whilſt there are 
Apprehenſions of inexorable Severity, there will be wretched 


8 of Enmity and Hoſtility burning in the Breaſt againſt 
Od. N ; 
What Doctrine could ever have been ſo admirably fitted, in 


all Reſpects, to promote all the great Ends of true Religion 
as that of the Incarnation of the Son of God? He ſtoo 


from the Height of his Glory, that we might, with humble 
Confidence, lay hold on his Mercy! He extinguiſhes our En- 
mity, and conquers our Fears, by giving us the moſt undoubt- 
ed and convincing Evidence of his Affections! Which Way 
could Men have been filled with ſo deep a Senſe of the Mercy 
and Love of God towards them, and have been inſtructed in 
all divine Truths, na Method ſo well accommodated to their 
preſent Infirmities, as — God's ſending his only begotten Son, 

ature, and therein to reveal the Father 
and his Will to Mankind? John 1, 18. How could the Ho- 
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* 
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nur and Authority of the divine Laws have been ſo effectually 


vindicated; and, at the ſame Time, ſo ſatisfactory an Aſſu- 
rance of Pardon and Acceptance with God, be given to 
Men, as bythis Method of the Son of God giving himſelf 3 
Sacrifice, to ſatisfy the divine Juſtice for our Sins, and to bring 
us to God? Had we been recovered upon eaſier Fermò, the 
Evil of Sin, and Diſobedience to God's Laws, would have 
ꝓeen leſſened in our Efteem: And there can be ho ſuch Secu- 
Bity, that God is ready to pardon, as the giving his Son to be 
our Atonement ! This Argument is powerful enough to over- 
come the molt obſtinate Infidelity! , 7 | 
What could have been ſo glorious a Manifeſtation of the 
Mercy and Compaſſion of God, and, at the ſame 'T'ime, ſo 


powerful a Means to check the Preſumption of Mankind, 


and difcqurage them from repeating their Tranſgreflions, to 
-givethem a deep Senſe of the hainous Nature of Sin, and of 
God's infinite Hatred and utter Irreconcileableneſs to it, and 
to convince them of the Excellency and Importance of the di- 
vine Laws, and the indiſpenſible Neceſſity of maintaining an 


univerſal Reſpect to all and every one of God's Command- 


ments, as this Expedient of ſaving Sinners by the Sufferings 
and Death of the Son of God, and by eſtabliſhing a new aud 
gracious Covenant with them, in and through him? Who 
Would not be ſtruck with Horror at the Thoughts of that Poi- 
ſon of our Natures, which required ſuch a dreadful Cure ? 
Can the Benefits we have received in fo coſtly a Way, be ever 


ſufficiently magnified by us? What can ſo powerfully inflame- 
our Love to God, as this admirable Expreflion of his Loye to 


us, in that, with the moſt precious Blood of his Son, he ran- 
ſomed us from Hell? How does it endear Obedience to the 
holy, juſt and good Law, that God has ſacrificed his own Son, 


to keep us from Diſobedience and Hoſtility? The Grace of 


the Goſpel is ſo far from indulging Sin, that it gives it the moſt 
deadly Wound! The Law of Faith brings us to ſubmit to the 
Redeemer's righteous Sceptre, as well as to rely intirely upon 
his meritorious Sacrifice. 


+ 


How could Men be ſo well encouraged to be holy and reli- 


gious, as by having ſuch a Mediator, Advocate and Interceſ- 


ſor for them with the Father; who gives them his Spirit to re- 
new them throughout in Soul and Body, to dwell in them, and 
to be in them an effectual Principle of a heavenly and divine 
Lice? In fine, What ſtronger or more powerful Motives could 
poſſibly be contrived to perſuade Men to live ſoberly, righte- 


puſſy and godly, than the clear Diſcovery made in the Goſ- 


pel, 


©, FEES 


6319 bs 
vel. that hereby we bring Glory to our heavenly Father, Mazzh, 

78 6. and ee ww our bleſſed Redeemer, John F. 23. 

{top the Mouths of Adverſaries, 1 Pet. 3. 16. overcome the 

Obſtinacy of unreaſonable Men who revile the Chriſtian Faith, 
i Pet. 2, 12. ſecure our.own Peace, Comfort and Uſeful- 
neſs in our Generations, and enjoy triumphant Evidences of 
true Grace, and aſſured Acceptance with God, in that Day, 
when our bleſſed Lord, to whom all Judgment is committed, 
will paſs a dreadful Sentence upon the impenitent Tranſgreſ- 

ſors of his eternal Law, and: ſecure obſtinate Rejecters and 
Deſpiſersof his glorious Goſpel ? What are all the moſt beau- 
tiful Arguments of Philoſophy to the high Motives of the Goſ- 
pel? May we not now appeal even to the Adverſaries of the 
Chriſtian Inſtitution themſelves, whether, in the bleſſed Goſ- 
pel, there be not a more conſiſtent, a more reaſonable, a more 
powerful and effectual Method to recover Sinners from that 
great and univerſal Guilt, Corruption and Miſery they evident- 
ly groan under, to reform the human Nature, to teach Men to 
forſake Sin, and to lead holy and heavenly Lives, than.was e- 
ver taught by any, nay, by all the Philoſophers in the Heathen 
World; nay, than was poſſible to have been contrived by all 
the Wit and Reaſon of Mankind? All the Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, all its Articles of Faith, all its practical Precepts, do 


conſiſtently and plainly tend to one and the ſame great End, to 


advance the Glory of God, ſecure the Honour and Authort- 
ty of his Laws and Government, and promote the Holineſs, 
Comfortarid Happineſs of all who comply with this Method. 
of Salvation. Thus thedivine Wiſdom has ſo ordered Matters 
in the Way of our Salvation, that, as boundleſs Mercy and in- 
flexible Juſtice in God, ſo pure Holineſs and divine Conſolati- 
on, may be perfectly united in the reaſonable Creature. I pro- 
ceed to 
Laſt General Head, which is to make Application ſuitabl 
to the preſent Solemnity. And, 1. From what has been ai 
let all who are called to miniſter in holy Things, chuſe Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord for the great Subject of their Sermons. Let 
us, my Fathers and Brethren, livelily and powerfully diſplay 
Jeſus Chriſt before Men; evidently ſetting him forth to be cru- 
cifiod among them; to he their only Wildom and Righteouſ- 
neſs, Sanctification and Redemption: and employ all our Abili- 
ties, and every Opportunity, for the Honour of Chriſt. Let 
us ſtrive to convince Sinners of their abſolute Need of him, 
that, with flaming Affections, they may come to Chriſt, and 
from his Fulnefs receive divine Grace. This is to water the 
rec at the Roots, whereby it becomes flouriſhing and fruitful ; 


Whereas 
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fidelity, 
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88 | : 
Whereas the laying down of Moral Rules for the Exerciſe of 
Virtue, and ſubduing vicious Affections, without dire&i 
Men to derive ſpiritual Strength by Faith and Prayer, and in the 
Uſeof divine Ordinances, Kon! the Mediator, the Fountain 
of all Grace; and without duties his Love as the moſt 
bedience, is but pure 
iloſophy ; and the higheſt Effect of it is but unregenerate 
Morality, i 
It has been juſtly obſerved, That, wherever a great and uni- 
verſal Neglect of preaching Chriſt has prevailed in a Chriſtian 
Country, it has given a fatal Occaſion to the Growth of In- 
For, when Perſons have heard the Sermons of their 
Clergy for many Years together, and found little of Chriſt in 
them, they have taken it for granted, that Men may be very 


> 


| good Men, and go fafely to Heaven, tho? they know little of 


riſtianity : And therefore, tho? they dwell in a Land where 
the Goſpel is profeſſed, they imagine that there is no great Need 
that they ſhould be Chriſtians. Ah what a heavy Reproach 
may jt be to the Miniſters of Religion in Britain this Day, that 
Infidels and Heathens have multiplied more among us in the 
Space of a few Years, than perhaps in any Country that bears 
the Name of Chriſtian ! And this, in too great a Meaſure, 
through a woful Neglect of preaching the peculiar Doctrines 
of Chrittianity ; and Mens expoſing their Lives and Miniſtra- 
tions to Contempt, by the too viſible Decay of their Piety, and 
Increaſe of their Ignorance of Chrift and his Goſpel. The 
very Name of preaching Chriſt js become a Term of Re- 
proach and Contempt with many, who pretend they can'tun- 
derſtand what is meant thereby, unleſs it be an Engine todrive 
all rational Preaching, and fo all Morality and Honeſty, out 
of the World. By theſe and the like Arts does Satan artempt 
the Ruin of the Church, as to its building on the everlaſting 
Rock. And, whatever others may apprehend ee; are 
Stare of Things in the World, how any who love our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, and are called to declare and repre- 
'fnthim to Men in the Office of the Miniſtry, can approve 
themſelves faithful to him, and to the Souls of Men, without 
endeavouring to their utmoſt to ſtop the Progreſs of this pre- 
yailing Declenſion from the only Foundation of the Church, 
Iknow not, nor will it be eaſy for themſelves to declare, when 
the God of Glory deals with them. But this I know, That 
Chriſt faithfully preached and imitated, would make the Gof- 
* prevail over Infidelity, by its own divine Authority, and 
the Demonſtration of the holy Spirit, without any Hape 
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Helps or Ornaments. And therefore, more particularly, my 
Reverend Fathers and Brethren. 1 | 
1. Let us preach Chriſt faithfully. Tis the chief ifi- 


cation, and greateſt Commendation of a Miniſter, I hat he 


is faithful in the Lord; faithful to his own Soul, and the Souls 
eonmitted to his Truſt, 1 Cor. 4. 2. It is required in Stews 
ards, that a Man be found faithfal. And Faithfulneſs prin- 


_ cipally conſiſts in the full Revelarion and Declaration of the 


Mind and Will of Chriit, by whom we are ſent, and forthe 
Ends for which we are ſent; declaring nothing in his Name, 
but what is his Mind and Will; keeping back nothing from 
Men, nor ſhunning to declare the whole Council of G 
Acts 20. 27. but going through the Variety of Goſpel-Sub- 
jects, the ſublime Doctrines of Grace, the exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes, the awful Threatnings of the Lamb's 
Wrath, and holy Duties of Chriſtian Morality, giving each 
its due Proportion. To preach Obedience and good Works, 
is a Duty greatly incumbent on Miniſters; yet no Man, but 
he that is found in Chriſt, can be found in his Duty; and 
therefore it is impoſſible to preach Chriſtian-Morality aright, 
without preaching Chriſt. If Chriſt, as a Saviour of poor 
Sinners, be faithfully preached, and truly received, good 


Works will be carefully maintained, Tig. 3. 8. Weoughtſo 


to manage the Doctrines of Grace, as that it may always ap- 
pear they have a ſacred, powerful Tendency and Influence to 
inforce Duty, and make Men like Chriſt. | 

To preach unrevealed or trivial TRE impertinent to the 
Perfection and Salvation of Souls, is directly contrary to the 
End of our Office; and to preſs the Duties of the Chriſtian 


Lite, only with ſuch Arguments as the Lightiof Nature ſug- 


geſts and authoriſes, is to forfeit our Claim to the Title of 
reachers of Chriſt, There are many Things in themſelves 
true, which Goſpel-Miniſters have no Commiſſion to preach : 
Tis not their Buſineſs to make Men Philoſophers, Mathema- 
ticians or Mechanicks, but Chriſtians, inſtructing them to live 
by Faith in the Son of God, and to walk even as he walked, 
The Tenor of their Commiſſion is, Go teach all Nations ro 
obſerve all Things whatſoever I have commanded you, Matt. 
28. 20. We muſt not mix our own Notions and Inventions 


with the DoQtrines and Inſtitutions of Chriſt, but diſpenſe the 


Goſpel as we have received it from the Lord, aiming to approve 
ourſelves to him, in whoſe Sight we ever act and ſpeak. If we 
are thus faithful, we ſhall be accepted of Chriſt, whatever our 
Succeſs be. We are, if faithful unto God, a ſweet Sayour 


of 


Ff Chriſtin them that are ſaved and them that periſh, and thaff* 
| TRY aſſuredly receive the ſolemn Applauſe of Heaven, Well done; 

1 19 Food and faithful Servants. $4 | | 
ail i - 3.4, Let us preach Chriſt with holy. Sincerity : This is abſo- 


Iutely neceſſary to fave ourſelves, and moſt uſeful to fave o- 
thers. *I'is not enough that the Strain of our Preaching is a- 
dapted to the true Defign of the Goſpel, but we muſt at Heart 
fincerely intend it; otherwiſe, tho* our Diſcourſes be unex- 
ceptionable, if our Deſigns be wrong and baſe, tho? others 
may be ſaved by our Mind, we ſhall be Caſt-aways: Let 
Men flatter themſelves how they pleaſe, it will ere long appear, 
that without Regeneration, thereis no Commiſſion from Chriſt 
to preach the Goſpel; For auto the Wicked God faith (and all 
the Unconverted are ſuch) ¶ hat haſt thou to do to declare my 
Statutes, or that thou ſpouldſt take my Covenant in thy Mouth ? 
Pſal. 50. 16. God requires the Heart, and without it there is 
Reaſon to fear the Sermons of Men will be often without 
Profit to the Hearers. All the Unregenerate have no other 
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bpͤpirit but that of Unbelief, and it ſeems very improbable that 
11:4 any ſhould preachthe Faith of the Goſpel in the Spirit of Un- 
belief. The Nature, the Cauſes, the Difficulties, the Sup- 


ports, the Hindrances, the Encouragements, the Excellen- 
mer cy, and End of the Faith of God's Ele&, a Man who walks 
in the Spirit of Unbelief knows nothing of, he has no Fellow- 
wy ſhip with the Myſtery of Chriſt: Whatever natural or acqui- 

red Parts ſuch Perſons may have, they are like to make but 
poor Goſpel-Preachers. How can they preach the Grace of 
Chriſt, who never taſted that our Lord is gracious ? How can 
they preach the Work of the Spirit in Converſion, Sanctifi- 
cation, or Conſolation, who never experienced his gracious 
Operations? How can they open the Nature of Faith, who 
never believed? How can they inforce all Duties, with Mo- 
tives reſpecting the glorious Perſon of Chriſt, the Life, Soul 
and Glory of the Chriſtian Religion, who never felt the Love 
of Jeſus conſtraining them? What can we expect from ſuch 
but that which, more or leſs, directly or indirectly, oppoſes 
the everlaſting Love and Grace of God, the glorious Perſon 
and Fulneſs of Chriſt, and the Eternal Spirit, and his ſpecial 
Work as Sanctifier and Comforter of the Chriſtian Church! 
"Unhappy is the Man who has no cordial Senſe of divine Truths; 
he only lends his Tonguein the holy Service, like a Reciter in a 
Scene. If there be no Spark of celeſtial Fire in the Miniſter's 
Breaſt, if he does not value the Conſequence of divine Truths, 


he ſpeaks of them without a deep Concern; and a cold Preach- 
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er invites the careleſneſs and Inattention of the Hearers, aid 

the Sermon is loſt in the Air, between the Lips of the one and 

the Ears of the other. But he who is ſtrongly convinced of 
the Truth of eternal Things; who lives by that Faith which is 
the Evidence of Things not ſeen; heſpeaks from the Heart to 
the Heart; he ſpeaks of unſeen eternal Glories with much AG 
ſurance, as an Eye- witneſs, and in a lively Manner, Faith having 
given them a Subſiſtence in his own Soul, the Love of Jeſus 
reigns in his Heart, it burns in his Breaſt, and withit heinflames 
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others: Bleſſed is that Servant whom, when his Lord comes, 


he ſhall findſo doing: „„ 

3. Let us preach Chriſt diligently, imploying the utmoſt In- 
duſtry in ſtudying Goſpel-trurhs, in their Relation to, and De- 
pendence on Chriſt; in diſcovering the Wiles of Satan, the 


the Danger poor Souls are in, and in preſſing heavy-laden Sin- 


ners to come to Chriſt. In thus preaching Chriſt, Neceſſity is 


laid upon us; yea, Mo is unto us, if ue preach not the Goſpel, 


1 Cor. 9. 16. What earneſt and repeated Calls are neceſſary 
to awaken Sinners ſunk in ſtupid carnal Security, and to per- 
ſwade them to repent, believe, and live a holy Life? And, 
when the Work of Grace is begun, what Diligence is requi- 
ſite to raiſe it to Perfection! How does the malicious Enemy 
of Souls inceſſantly ſtrive, by Millions of Temptations, to 
blaſt our Endeavours ! The Heart of Man is of a Nature 
hard as Marble, and fluid as Water; heayenly Impreſſions are 
with Difficulty made in it, and eaſily defaced. When, with 
many fervent Prayers, and warm Exhortations, the Heart is 
ſoftned, and the Image of Chriſtin a Day of Power is drawn 
in it, without continually purſuing the Work, how ſoon are 
theſe bleſſed Beginnings much ſpoiled, and carnal Laſts lead 
Captive again: The ſolemn Adjuration of the Apoſtle to 77. 
m0thy ſhould excite Miniſters with the moſt watchful Care and 
Diligence to attend this Work, 2 Tim. 4. 1. I charge thee 
#herefore before God, anc the Lord Feſus, who ſhall judge the 
Quick and the Dead at his Appearing; and his Kingdom, 
preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon and out of | Seaſon. What 
Opiates can ſtupify the Conſciences of idle Miniſters, ſo as not 
to be awakned by theſe ardent Expreſſions? How can they ap- 
pear before the moſt high and everlaſting Judge ? What will be 
a ſufficient Defence before his enlightned Tribunal? Let Paul 
be our excellent Pattern in this ſpiritual Work, who ſays, He 
preach Chriſt, warning every Man, and teaching every Man 
27 all Wiſdom, that we preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt Je- 
ſas, T's a Work of no ſmall Vifficulty, to carry on the 

'F Viccories 
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Vicgories of the Redeemer's Croſs over the Powers of Dark- 
neſs; but the Converſion of Man is not wrought by Man, but 


by the effectual Working of the holy Spirit. Let us therefc*: 
Faithfully and diligently tet about this Work, with Zeal for the 
Redeemer's Glory, with fervent Love to Chriſt and precious 
immortal Souls, and, ſenſible of our own Inſufficiency, hum- 


ply and continually pleading, That the God of all Grace may 


reveal his glorious Arm, and give Life and Efficacy to his 
own Word for converting and ſaving Souls. May the bleſſed 
Spirit of God teach thoſe who are in this ſacred Office, this 
holy Skill of winning Souls; may he awaken us all to ſee 
what may be mended in our Miniſtrations, and enable us to 
publiſh the Goſpel of our Lord Chriſt with more illuſtrious 


-anddivine Succeſs ! 


Secondly, From what has been ſaid, ſuffer me to beſeech 


and exhort all who name the Name of Chriſt, unweariedly 
to attend upon the Preaching of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, accept 


of, and acquieſce in Chriſt, as he is proclaimed, publiſhed and 


offered in the Goſpel, for Life, Righteouſneſs, Holineſs, and 


eternal Salvation; and devote, ſeparate and apply yourſelves 
entirely to the moſt ſweet and tranſcendent Study of Chriſt, 
whom we preach. If Chriſt muſt bethe Matter and Manner, 
the Beginning and End, the All and in all of our Preaching ; 
Oh then let your Spirits be ſo intent upon this glorious Subject, 
Chriſt, n whom are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, that ye may grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge 
of our Lord amd Saviour Feſus Chriſt. With open Face behold 
in he Glaſs of the Goſpel the Glory of Chriſt Fefms the Lord, 
till ye be changed into the ſame Image, from Glory to Glory, as 
by the Spirit of the Lord. | 

It is exceedingly to be lamented, that the Studies, Abilities, 
the Time and V igour of many Men of excellent Capacities 
and Learning, ſhould be entirely employed and waſted about 
the Works of Nature, while they wretchedly neglect, if not 
deſpiſe, all ſerious Enquiries into ſpiritual and heavenly Myſte- 
nies ! Alas, a Glow-worm bears a greater Proportion to the 
Sun in its ſtrongeſt Luſtre, than all that Power and Wiſdom 
which ſhines in the greateſt Works of Nature, to the Glory 

diſplayed in this Myſtery of God manifeſt in the Fleſh ! A little 
Time will put an End to the whole Subject of their Enquiries, 

with all the Concern of God and Men in them for ever! God 
manifeſt in the Fleſh, is that alone which fills up the Admiration, 

Praiſeand Adoration of Eternity; and, tho! now with ſome 

It be as nothing, yet it will ſhortly be all, to the holy 1 é 
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of the upper and better World, But, is it not much motetg 
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6 ted. that many, who are called Chriſtians, ſhould ut? 
Jer e and deſpiſe theſe Myſteries? God manieſt in the 


Fleſh, is the Glory of the Chriſtian Religion; and hom can 
Chriltians ſatisfy themſelves with a ſuperficial Knowledge of 


this glorious Myſtery? The Prophets of old enquired into it 
| with pt Diligence, tho? they had not the Light to diſcern it 


by that we have. And ought we not to fear, leſt our Sloth, 
2 the Beams of the Sun, ſhould be condemned by their Dili- 
gencein the Twilight? Men deſpiſe the Study of Chriſt, and 
the Myſtery of God in him; but the) Angels far better Judges, 
and of a deeper Underſtanding, ſtoop down to look into it 
with awful Attention, and Admiration, tho* their Concern in 
this glorious Myſtery is not equal to ours: But Prophets werk 

Prophets, and Angels are Angels; but we are an evil and 
provoking Generation of backſliding Sinners, who are little 
concerned for our Redeemer's Glory, or our own Duty! God 
has, in his righteous Indignation, evidently given up many in 
theſe Lands to horrible Deluſions about the glorious Myſtery = 
of a God manifeſted in the Fleſh! But ye, Beloved, building 


yourſelves up in your moſt holy Faith, and praying in the Holy © 
Chit, keep e in the Love of God, looking for the Mer. © 


cy of the Lord Feſas unto everlaſting Life, If, after the open 
Revelation of this aſtoniſhing Way of Salvation, weare 10 
ſtupid and wicked, as not to ſee its ſuperlative Excellency, and 
not to receive it with that Faith, Love and Obedience which is 
due to it; What Contempt is this of that infinite Wiſdom 
which contrived it? What horrible Deſpite to the moſt high 
God, as ifhe had been employed from Eternity about a Matter 
of no Moment, and that deſerves not our ſerious Conſiderati- 
on and Acceptance? The Neglect of it will juſtly bring a 
more ſevere Puniſhment, than the Hell of the uninſtructed 
Heathens, who are Strangers to ſupernatural Myſteries ! Aud 
therefore, Chriſtians, I beſeech you by the Mercies of God, that 
ye put on Chriſt whowa we preach, and walk in him, making no 
Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the Luſts thereof. Let the 
World ſee, that the preaching of Chriſt is the bleſſed Scheme 
which is contrived to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, To teach 


Men to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, and to walk honeſt= 


ly as in the Day, not in Rioting and Drankenneſs, not in Cham- 
bering and WW antouneſs, not in Striſe and Envy. It is not only 
Chriſt without you that we preach, but Chriſt in you; and 
your putting on Chriſt by Faith, and walking in him with a 
holy Heart and Life. Convince the World, by your holy, ſo- 
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